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Poyp T is 4 common Maxim amongft Politicians, 
yp) that a State is mayntained by Accufations, 
@ butruined by Calumnies : and therefore 
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Spo yy (lays Marquis CMalvexzi) happy thall 
~~ the Subjects be of that wife Prince, which 
countenances Accufations, and checks Calumnies: for 
the fuffering of Accufations to goe lefle in repute, and 
Calumniesto get footing, hath beene the encreafe of 
manflaughter , andthe continuance of enmity in al] a- 
ges. Many believe that nothing which is done would 
be knowne, if this means of difgerfing privy calum- 
nious {peeches were not ufed, whereas little isknown 
becanfe it is ufed : for falfhood conftantly affirmed for 
truth, fometimes deceives, and when it does not, but 
is knowne tobe fal fhood, yet it forces to fome fuff eaft- 
on ef judgment, and makes us yield fome way ns hs 
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that which we believe not. This is moft apparent at this 
day in this Kingdome in the Cafe of Puritans, for did 
accufation and legall procefle take place, few crimes 
wouldbe proved againft Puritans,and did not malicious" 
calumny prevaile , as few men would be proved Puri- 
tans, whereas now nothing is fo monflrous, whichis 
not branded upon Puritans , and no manis fo innocent 
astoefcape that brand. So great alfo isthe audacitic 
of thofe which lacerate the fames of Puritans, & with 
{o much confidence doe they vent their obloquies , that 
they which know the falfity thereof, & cafily perceive 
that the fameafperfions are more truly duc to the Au- 
tors and raifers of them,yet they are dazeled,and driven 


tofome doubtfull admittance thereof, Neither could © 


this audacity be fo prevalent amongft the vulgar, but 
that Scholars, and the greatelt of the Clergie are now 
become the moft injurious detefters & depravers of Pu- 
ritans,having taken up in Pulpitsand Prefles, almoftas 
vile and {currilousa licence of fition and detraction,. 
asisufuallin Play-houfes, Taverns , and Bordelloes. 
Some men divide generally all Proteftants into Puri-- 
tans, and Antipuritans,but I fhall admit of {ubdivifions 
in both, for all men arenotalike ,which either aff2& or 
difafle&, either Puritans or AntipuritanseAntipuritans I 
fhall thus divide. Some Antipuritans arefo termed 
meerly becaufe they areno Paritans, but fuchT diflike 
sot, for I my felfeam neither the onenor other,, Inei- 
ther merit thename of Puritan,neither doe L hate them 
{o as to profefle my felfe a Antipuritan,. | 

Others are accounted Antipuritans, becaufe they 
areof the Remifh Religion, and fo profefie them- 
felves, but their enmity 1s buta due antipathy, and 
as aneceflary confequence of their Religion,and fuch I 
tuke no notice of, I think Puritans expect no other from 
them. Others againe there are which arevery averfs 
from fome Puritanicall Tenets, and hold. Puritans in 
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very many things erroneous’, butyct they meane well 
themfelves, and beare no hatred to the Perfons of Puri-: 
tans, they allow Puritans {ound in the moft and waigh- 
tieft matters of faith, they hold diflent in difputable 
thingsno ground of malice,and they attribute no infal- 


libility to themfelves in thofe things: wherein they dif- . 


fent : from thefe men I am but little removed. The 
wortt fort of Antipuritans, and they which ought only- 
tobe fo called, are they which bitterly hate and perfe- 
cute many good men under thename of Puritans , and 
many good things in thofe which are Puritans ,, whofe 
antipathy isto mens perfons, as well as opinions , and 
in opinions thofe which are found , as well as thofe 
which are erroneous, Thefe are the Antipuritans which 
T thall now ftrive to detec&t , whom Thold to. be of 
great number and power in the Stateat this day,whom, 
wee may account the chiefeft canfersi, and procurers of 
all thofe mifchiefs and plagues which now incumber. 
both Church & Commonwealth,and to be guilty of all 
thofecrimes, which falfly they charge upon Puritans,, 
being therein like Ca/ars enemics,which therefore only 
~ hated him, becanfe they had deferved hatred from him, 
By fach Antipuritans isall loveto goodnefl> andzeai 
to the Proteflant Religion, and all hatred of vice, and 
diflike of Popith Superfiition,brought into contempt: 
Foras they admit all true of Puritans which Papifts 
obje@tagaink Proteftants , fo they account al] Prote- 
Rants almoft (befides their own faction) Puritans, By 
fachis the Religion of the Scots made ridiculous; by. 
{ach is theamity ofthe two Nations, and therein the 
Honour and fafety ofthe King hisCrowne, and Proge- 
ny much indangered. By fuch is Calvin, and the Kie- 
formers of our Religion for hearkning thercinto .Caé- 
vin, tradticed,and another reformation attempted » by 
fach is Antiquity preferred to obfcure Scripture’, Unis 
formity in Ceremonies to the difadvantage of Hoty in 


ary 


hearts ; by fuch is theoutfide and walls of Religion 
trimmed atid decored, whilft the foule thereof is neg= 
-JeSted, or defaced; by fuchisthe Kings heart folne 
from his Subjeéts,and. the Subjects eftranged from the 
King : by fuch is the Name of Royalty pretended 
whilft a Papall Hierarchy only is intended ; by fuch is 
diffention nourifhed in the State , that they may fith in 
_ troubled waters: by fuch 1s truth in other men ftyled 

. faction, and fation in themfelves ftyled truth ; by fach 
are innovations preached and printed for neceflary 
points, whilft neceffary do€trines in other men are pro- 
hibited. Inthe power of {uch it now remayns to teach 
and publith all things confonant to their owns ends, 


and to quath and filenceall gainfayers, and either to. 


promote or detrude all Sniters for preferment at their 


difcretion being abfolutely poffeffzd of Preffes, Pulpits, 


and the eares of great men;by fuch are many good men’ 


reviled and‘ oppeffed. for their conftancie to the true. 


Religion; whillt many factions femipopith Dunces are 
unduly preferred every where for neutrality in Religi- 
on, or fome worfe innovation ; by fachare Puritans 
madeas Sinkes and Sewers to unlode and difcharge 
their own filth into, whilfttheir black railing tongues 
expumenothing againft Puritans, but what is true of 
themfelves. Thefethings Gf Iamnot deceived) will 
appeare in this enfiing Difcourfe. 

Inallages true Religion hath been odious amongft 
Heathens, and true devotionamongit Senfualifts, Jue 
daifine appear’d to Painims meere Superitition : Chri- 
ftianity feemed tothe Jews groffe blafphemy : and now 
amonett Chriftians Proteftantifine is nothing elfe but 
Herefie: and amonglt Proteftants Zeale is mifamed: 
Puritanifme ; But inthis word Puritanifme isa greater 
myftery of defamation then ever was before} it may: 
well bee called BS: *# Serax it is a word! of de- 
pravation, ft only for thefe times wherein the fhine of 
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the Gofpell isat the brighteft, and the malice of. Satan 


at thehighelt, This word fprung up almoft withthe 
Reformation, no fooner had the woman brought forth, 


‘but the Serpent purfiied her to devcure her iflue, and 
-fhebeing fled intothe Wildernefle, this Rreame of in- 


famy was {pued forthafter her to overtake her, 

The Bifhop of Dowze in Ireland , in his Vifitation 
{peech 163 8, endevours to make it credited, that Puri- 
tans have increafed fince the Reformation by degrees, 
both in number and malice: but the contrary 1s molt ap- 
parently true, 
~ -Diffent in Ecclefiafticall Policie about Ceremonies 
and other {maller matters,being not of the fubftance of 
Religion, firlt gave occafion to raife this reprochfull 
word Puritan in the Church : bur fince that time mens 
minds being better{atisfied, & peacebeing more firmly 
fetled about thofe indiffzrent things,the more few Puri- 
tans remayned., and the more moderately thofe few 
became inclined,the more furioufly their enemies raged 
again{t them. Baftwick,, Prin, and Burton , the only 
men which Law cantake hold of , are Namesnow as 
horridinthe World , as Garnet, Faux , Ravilliack, 
Precifians have now wonne the Scene from 7e/wites = 
Poyfoning of Emperours, maflacring of Provinces, 
blowing up of Parliaments are all now growne into 
oblivion, and drown’d in the {tories of Ceremony-ha- 
ters. Howfoever as amongft Antipuritans, fo amongft 
Puritans (it muftbeconfefled ) there are fome diffzren- 
ces tobe obferved. Some Puritans thinkeall Puritans 
alike to beloved , andall. Antipuritans alike to be ha- 


ted , but fare there is truer affinity in minde betweene 


fome whichare Puritans,and fome which are not, then 
between fome Puritans and others, or fome of the con 
trary opinion and others. Pax/ umconverted equally 
oppofes Peter as Simon Magus does 5 and in regard of 
this joynt eppofition, both are unanimous, but evenin 
this 
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this oppofitionboth have their oppofite ends. Adagus 
oppofes malicioufly for ambition.and lucresfake , but 
- Paul ignorantly fecking thereby the fame Gods Ho- 


nour whom Peter fervesin a truer way. Therefore in 
regard ofthe mayneend , thereis more unity and con- 
fent betwixt Pau/the perfecuter , and Peter the perfe- 
cuted, then betwixt Pax! and agus , though both 


-perfecuters of the fame caufe. The like is now vifible 
in England, for every man which isan Antipuritan , is 


not fo for the {ame Reafons, fome havemore of: malice, 
others are more ignorant,fome are peftilent Engineers, 
and through the fides of Puritans knowingly ftab at Pu- 
rity it elfe, othersare but Engines mifimployed , or by 
their own blind zeale mifled , and thefe perhaps whillt 
they perfecute Gods children, imagine they doe Goda 
gratefull fervice therein. | 
In Samaria, fromanunkindly mixture of J/raelites 
and Syrians, a {trange heterogeneous of-{pring diffsrent 
in Religion from both did arife;and the like is now in 
England, nay, it may be faid here (as it wasin ( onstan- 
tines dayes) There are almoft as many Religions as O- 
pinions, and asmany Opinions as Men. Papifts have 
their differences, Proteftants theirs , therefore needs 
there maft be many more differences where Papifts 
and Proteftants live fo confufedly blended together. 
For examples fakeshow many differences have weéven 
about indifferent Ceremonies;andthat meerly amongft . 
Proteftants 2? Some men loath Ceremonies out of anti- 
pathy to Popery, which too fuperftitoufly extols them; 
others again admire them for Antiquities fake , which 
before Popery innocently (yea, and perhaps profitably — 
for thofe infanttimes of the Gofpell ) ufed them, Thefe 
two forts of men, though different, are not dangerous, 
Again, fome men are thought to difrelifi; Ceremonies 
out of ftomack to that autority which commandsthem; 
butif there beany fuch, I think they are very oe sand 
: | carce 


fearce vifible to the eye of man. Others on the con- 
trary give reverence to them for Poperies fake, which 
depends fo much upon them,and I feare there are many 
fuch amongft us, Againe, fome men ftand devoted to 
Ceremonies,as they are the lighteft things of the Law; 


like the Tythers of Mint and Annis in the Gofpell,em- ~ 


bracing them inftead of weightier matters , and none 


are more unmercifull then thefeto fcrupulous minded - 


men. Others inthe meane while account all things of 
the fame moment, both greatand {mall, pretending to 
{pie fome faults , and fome truths oncither fide, and 


_ therefore they hold it indifferent to affentto either, or 


diffent from cither in any point whatfoever. But the 
wifett fort conceivethere may be errours on both fides, 
but not alike groffe and pernicious, and therefore fuch 
efchew the wrong , and apply themfelves to the right 
in either fide, yet neither honour,nor defpife either fide 
alike. And thefe inftances fhew that all men doe not 
profeffe , or condemne Puritanifme alike, or fromthe 
fatheends , and yet in the Chaos of this Country, as 
things'now ftand, Hor 


| Frigida cum calidis pugnant, hamentia ficets, 
Mollia cur dures, fine pondere habentia pondus, 


I could with therefore that all well meaning men 


. would take notice of thefe things, and: affect by rea- 
fon,not paffion ; for fince fome good menare Puritans, 


and notall, and fince {ome ill men are Paritans, and not 
all, this ought not to bea rule of love and hatred in ail 
cafes alike, That whichis moft objected to Puritans, 1s 


fury, faction, and hypoerifie : if Ifee thefe ina man re- 


puted no Puritan, yet to mee Heeisa Puritan s and if T 

{ce not thefe ina man reputed a Puritan,as to mee He ts 
no Puritan, 0 i 

If Gracchusbe invective againkt Sedition , I aid 

ure 
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fare him by his ations, uot by his words, and if (ato 
be aceufed of mutiny, I cenfure him by himfelfe, not by 
his accufers, I condemne none mecrly becaufe condem- 
ned by others; for it is ufuall for the Wolfe to fit on the 


bench & condemne the Lambeat Bar, forthat'which is 


moft proper to the Wolfe moft unnatural to the Lambe, 
and yet this proves the Wolfe the moreaWolfe,and the 
Lambe the more a Lambe. I cannot bur profeffe it,there 
isnothing more fcandalizes me at this time, then to {ee 
Puritans being fo few in number, fo defpicablein con- 
dition. fo harmleffe in example , fo blameleffe in opi- 
nion,yet fentenced and condemned in judgment , as if 
they were the greatelt Incendiartes, and the only Inno- 
vators inthe Chriftian World.Doctor Heylyn a violent 
pamphleter againft Puritans, calls Burton the great Di- 
éFator of Puritans,and the Law hath paft upon him with 
great feverity, yet Burtons crime was that Hee wrote 
apainlt Alsar-worfhip, and it was adjudged thathis ftyle 
was feditious. It is not manifeft that his intention was 
feditious therein, and if.it wasfo, it is manifelt chat He 
was moft vaine and abfurd therein as our State is now 
eftablifht, and as our King is generally revered. They 
which pretend great danger to the King likely to ene 
fire out of fuch paper machinations as thefe, may have: 
three mifchievous ends therein. Fir, thar they may 
be thought the only folicitous men of the Kings fafety. 
Secondly , that they may difparage the common peo- 
ples loyalty. Thirdly , that they may. crufh theirad- 
verfe Puritanicall party; but, itis thought, they which 
pretend moft danger hereby to the King :_doe leaft be- 
lieve themfelves, and therefore they doefpin that dif- 
affection and divifion out of the fufferings of Burton, 
which hisattempts could never have effe@ted.. Let us 
then a little farther fearch into the myfterious abufe, 
and mifapplication of this word Puritan, Thofe whom 
we ordinarily call Puritans are men of {trict life, and » 
: pre. . 
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precife opinions, which cannot be hated for any thing but 
their fingularity inzeale and piety, and certainly thenume- 
ber of fuch men is too fmall, and their condition toolow, 
and dejected : but they which are the Devils chiefe Arti- 
ficers inabufing this word, when they pleafe can fo {tretch, 
and extend the fame that fearce any civill honeft Prote~ 
ftant whichis hearty and true to his Religion can avoid 
the afperfion of it, and when they Ixtagaine , they can fo 
fhrink it into a narrow fenfe, that it fhall feemto be at- 
med at nonebut monftrous abominable Heretickes and 


Mifcreants. Thus by its latitude it {trikes generally , by 


its contra@tion it pierces deeply , by its confufed applica- 
tion it deceives invifibly. Small f{eruples firft intitle mee 
tothe name of Puritan , and thenthe Name of Puritan 
intitles me further to all mifchiefe whatfoever. 

The Scots rife upagainit Epifcopacie, it is queftioned by 
fome,whether they fo rife up, for the good of Religion,or 
for the overthrow of whoifome Difcipline. 

Anfwer is foone made, that Epifcopacie cannot be un- 
pleafing to any but Puritans, there is no opinion can {mell 
fharper of Puritanifine, then that ofa Church parity, and 
of Puritans what good can be expected ? but rhe Scots al- 
fo defire redreffe in other grievances,and here their inten 
tion isagaine qneftion’d.;Anfwer is as foone made again, 
That the Scots being declared open Puritans, they mu(t 
needs be enemies to Monarchicall government, and that 
no redreffe can ever fatisfiethem , but fuch as fhall de- 
baferoyall dignity , and eftablith a popular rule amongt{t 
them. But fome of the Scots in fome a@tions doe very 
much mifdemeane themfelves , and here it’s thought by 
fome, that this ought not to redound to the prejudice, 
or blame of the whole Nation’: but {trait the Antipuritan 
fleps in againe with anfwer to the former purpole, that 
the fame fattion which makes theus al] Puritans , makes 
them all mutiners’, and that thereis no truft to be given, 


nor favour fhewed to any whofe very religion is difobe- 
B2 dience. 
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dience, Other the like examples may be inftancedin, 
Parliaments of late in Exg/ana have beene jealous of re. 
ligion, this laudable zeale made them at firlt come into 
contempt as Puritanical, and then the imputation of Pu. 
ritanifine made this laudable zeale contemptible ; and fo. 
by degrees, as any thing elfe might be charged upon Puri- 
tans, as difobedience, and difaffection to Monarchy, fo no- 
thing could bee charged but proceeding from Purira- 
nifme. Some fcrupulous opinions make Say, Brooks, 
Puritans, Puritanifine inferres them mutincers , mutinie 
makes all that they can doe or fay, all that they forbeare 
to doe, or fay, it makes their very thoughts wicked and 
perverfe. Thus wee fee what a confufed impolture there 
1s in this infamous terme of Puritan : but we will yet fur- 
ther evidenee by plaine inftance how broad the devils net ' 
is in the vaft application of this word, and how deepe his 
pit is by itsabominable fenfe, and the nature of its impor. 
tance, thar we may the better difcover that net which in- 
tanglesfo many, & fhun that pit which ingulphs fo fure, 
Puritans(as I {aid before) were at firft Ecclefiafticall only, 
fo called becanfe they did not like a pompous or ceremo- 
neous kinde of difeipline in the Church like unto the Ro- 
mifh: bur now it is comeabout , that by anew enlarge- 
ment of thename , the world is full of nothing elfe bur 
Puritans, for befides the Puritan in Church policie, there 
are now added Puritans in religion,Puritans in State,and. 
Paritans in morality. ‘By this meanes whole Kingdoms 
are familiarly upbrayded with this finne of Puritanifmes 
As for example, Allin Scotland which,with well tothe 
Covenant, though fome Papifts, fome Courtiers, and al- 
mott all the. whole body without exception have now. . 
declared themfelvesfor it, yet all thefeare manifeft Pari- 
tans. Soalfo in Exgéand, all the Commons in Parliament, 
andalmoftall the ancient impartialltemporall Nobility, 
and all {uch as favour orrellifh the late proceedings of 
both the houfes, which is the mayne body of the Realme, 

: | ~  Papifts, 


Papifts, Prelates,and Courtiers exce pted,nay,and its like- 
ly all Scotland, and morethen halfe Jre/aud, all thefeare 
Puritans. They.which deprave this great Councell of 
the Kingdome , fuggelt to the K. that the major part is 
gull’dand dorde by the Puritan party; but this is only be- 
caufe they are afhamed to dpeake it out openly in groffe 
termes, that all the major and better part in the Court of 
Parliament is Puritanical], But-this duggeftion is utterly 
_falfeand impoffible, for fuch as the major part in Parlia- 
mentis, fch are thofe that chofe them and fent them 
thither, and fuch are thofe that now approve their actions 
there, and both in the eletions of Parliament men, and in 
the confultations of Parliament affaires, the Kings party 
is as wife, cautious,and vigilant (ifnot more )as the other 
party, and no fubtilty could circumvent or cheat them out 
of their votes, ifthe Puritans were fo {mall and inconfidee 
rablea fide,asnow they make them, No man of what ca- 
pacity fo ever can admit this, it isto allundeniable, that 
the blame of a parliament , is the blame of the whole 
Kingdome, But Ireturneto my Ecclefialticall puritan. 


. Though it be true that Ecclefiafticall puritans are fewer 


now, then heretofere they have been, yet itis as true that 
Ecclefiafticall puritanifme is made a larger;thing by farre 
then it was,being now {pread abroad like a net to enfnare 
the more,as our many late additions and innovations te- 
ftifieswhich have crept inte the Church(as may beteared) 
for the vexation and moleftation of fuch men as were not 
difquieted with former ceremonies, Ie is generally fu- 


_ fpected , that our prelates have aymedat two thingsin 


the novelties whichithey have lately induced into the 
Church ; firft, the fuppreffion of thofe which are enemies 
totheir pride, avarice, and ambition, by them termed 
puritans: fecondly, their owne further eafe, promotion, 
and advantage, Boththefe ends feemeto be leveldat in 
fanctifying the Altar; and unfanctifying the Lords day, in 
advancing auricular confeflion, and corpotall penances by 

B 3 external] 
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external mortifications,and crying downe leCturing and 
preaching ; for if wemarke it, thefenew Doétrines doe | 


not only fervetoterrific and f{ceandalize tender confcien- 
ces, and thereby to deprive,and filence many painfull good 
Minifters, and to {care away into forreigne Plantations, 
whole troups of Laymen, andto enwrap the reft in op- 
pofition: but each of thefe do&rines befides hatha further 
reach in it of benefit to the Clergie, The Communion 
Table hath lately gained a new Name, a new Nature, a 
new Pofture,anew Worthip that Emperours and Kings 
may be brought again to take notice. how far the perfous 
and offices of Priefts excell in fanGtity the perfons and 
offices of Princes, Theodofivs within one hundred yeares 
after Prelacie began to arrogate,to it felfe was prefently 
taught this leffon , for taking his feat in the Chancellac- 
cording tothe Eafterné and ancient fafhion, a Deacon 
was fent to him in great {tate , to let him underftand that 
none but men in holy Orders might prefume to let their 
feet onthat {acred ground. This was then the Bithops 
Law,not the Emperours, {nor knowne inany other of his 
Dominions, but /taly only , but fure it was fit difcretion, 
that much fhould bee afcribed by Bifhopsto that place, 


from which they were to derive much, and which wonld. 


be fure to repay their homage with fo great an advantage 
of homage back againe. Preaching is now alfo grown too 
burthenfomei, and the Lords Dayto Priefts according to 
that fanctity which Puritans allow it , it requirestoo 
much praying, preaching, finging, whichare not only to 
them tedious but alfo apt means to encreafe, and foment 
Puritanifme among{t the people. Auricular Confeffion 
alfoisa godly devife to bring the Laity into fubje@ion, 
_ and to make the people bow befere the power of the 
Keyes, andit may aptly force the confciences of Kings 
themfelves to feare the {courges fof gowned men. Adde 
laftly Mr, wats his bodily mortification to Mr. Sparrows 
confeffion , and then Laymen will be foone inured againe 
to 


‘ X \ X \\ LN a X 1) 
hel So SENET PRACT A ORR a oe Se NE a pes ie Aa SEN 
Sai tiga Mu My are. poate ahertie waite Ca = a nee a oy, 
, R , mA Pease ka eam hy hee 3 


—— a 


A eee ee a ee 


co fince out the fittelt penances, efpecially Prasbyteris, & 
ar 8. advelvi,and fo in time their purfes, their bodies,their 
confciences. fhall all bee made fenfible, of the {pirituall 
Scepter of Priefts, | 

Its. no: great wonder then if our Court Divines, 
and their dependents doe what they canto draw usnee- 
rer daily towards Popery , under fhew of Antiquity, 
Uniformity , and Charity, for (without all doubt) of all 
Religions, Popery is the moft beneficiall to Priefts, moft 
tyrannous to Laymen. Neither isit flrange that they pre- 
tend fo much zeale to devotion to the Kings Crowne and 
Prerogative, as thingsnow flandin England, asif none 
truly affected the fame but themfelves,for its cleare , thae 


they cannot {ubje& the people but by the King, nor the | 
King without the people: and fo long as they ftand poffef- 


fed of the Kings'good opinion , no man fhall have power 
to confutethem. | 

King ames isa great inftance for Antipuritans, anda 
great prop to the Epifcopall Canfe , its alleadged of him 


that Heehated Puritans for their hatred to Epifcopacie, _ 


andloved Epifcopacie for itsamity to Monarchie : His 
Aphorifme was, No Bifhop, ne King : Let usthereforeape 
peale from King fames intheir words to King ames in 
his owne. In his Preface before his Bafilicon Dorenxhis 
words are : The flyle of Puritans properly belongs to 


that vile Se& of the Anabaptifts only called the Family. 


of love. Such were Browne , Penry. Howbeit there are 
others which participate too much with Anabaptilts con 
temning civill Magiftrates,&&c. Jt is only this fort of men 
whichI wifh my fonne to punifh in cafe they refufeto 
obey Law , and ceafgnor to ftirreup Rebellion, Burl 
proteft upon mine Hgnour, I meane it not generally of 
all Preachersor others, which like better of the fingle 
forme of Policie inour Church of Scotland , then] of the 
many Ceremoniesin the Church of £xgland, whichare 

per- 
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per{waded that Bifhops fmell ofa Papall fupremacie, that 
Surplices,Caps,&¢.are outward badgesof popifherrours, - 
No, I am fo farre from being contentious in thefe indiffe. 
rent things, that I doe equally love and hononr the lear- 
ned and grave of cither opinion. It can no wayesbecome 

- mee to pronounce fentence fo lightly in fo ‘old a contro- 
verfie. Since weeall agree in grounds , the bitternefle of 
men infach queftions doth but trouble the peace of the 
Church , and. give advantage to Papitts by our divifion. 
Thefe were the golden words of that peacefull , jit 
Ptince upon his fecond thoughts: 6 that they werenow 
duly pondred,and taken to pieces word for word !6 that 
they were efteemed and underftood in their own weight 
amongit us, that they might reconcile our prefent diffe- 
rences , and that the {ame peace which followed him to 
his glorious U[rne, might (ill bleffe thefe our times | 0. 
how contrary are thefe milde words to the uanaturall 
fuggeftions of Antipuritans ! Such as daily accufé all 
good men for Precifians, andall preeife men for Paritans, 
and all Puritans for the only Firebrands of the World, 
thus arming the King againft his Subje@ts, and by confe- 
quence raifmg Subjects again{t the King sPuritans here are 
defcribed both what they are, and what they are not,the 
King had been mifinterpreted before, writing generally of 
Puritans, now to avoid all miftake, hee exprefles himfelfe 
plainly and definitely. A Puritan pofitively in King Pames 
his{enfe , is He which imitates Anabaptifts in rebellion, 
turbulence, and oppofition to Law, and fach are liable to 
Law ; but negatively a Puritan'in the acception of King 
james, isnot Hee which diflikes E pifeopacy, orthe Cere- 
montous Difcipline of England. Yhis Kine James pro- 
tefts upon his Honour; thoughto his great difhonour Hee 
be now often cited to the contrary {As for thole which 
rellith not Bifhops and ‘Ceremonies or the Exnglifh Poli- 
cle; He withes them tobe at peace only with thofeof the 
Oppolite opinion, Hee himfelfe vowing equal] loveand 

| honour 
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honour to the grave, and learned of either fide , and not 
taking upon him to beca Judge info old, and difficult a 
controverfic; He only like a fweet arbitrator perfwaces 
both {parties to peace and amity. I with cur Bifhops 
would now ftand to this arbitration,I wifh they would 
neither condemne the Scotch difcipline , nor urge the 
English; ] with they would put difference betweene {e- 


ditious and {crupulous Puritans , and not inferre the ong 


out of the other 31 with they would either difclaim King 
James as amaniteftfavourer of Puritans, or-elfe {imitate 
him in the {ame definition,and opinion of them. K.fames 
further takes notice, that the reformation in Sco:land was 


far more diforderly then in €xgland, Denmark, &c.whilt 
the mayne affaires there were unduly carried by popular ~~ 


tumulrs, and by fome fiery-fpirited Minifters, which ha- 
ving gotten the guiding ofthe multitude, and finding the 
rclith of government {weet , did fancie co them{clvesa 
democratick form: of policy, wherein they were likely 
tobe Tribuni plebss, Thatthe Crown might be difincom- 
bred of thefe whirping ringleaders , the King advifes the 
Prince to entertaine and advance godly , learned, and 
modelt Minifters , promoting them to Bifhopricks, but 
reftrayning them heedfully from pride ambition,and ava- 
rice. Thefe things then are hence obfervable, 1..Scotland 
differs from Exglandin turbulent Minilters : Secon dly this 
is imputed to the iniquity of the times, not to Purita- 
nifme , asif by nature the Scots were more enclining to 
Puritanife then other Nations. Thirdly, notwithftand- 
ing that iniquity of thofe times,there was anumber fufii- 
cient of worthy Minifters fit for preferment. Fourthly, 
King -fames ereéts Bifhops Sees in Scotland for pecu- 
liar reafons,and therefore He {peaks not of Denmark &c. 
Laftly, notwithftanding that peculiar reafon, Fice advifes 
the Prince to be indifferently at war with bothextreams 
alike, as well to repreffe Papal Bifhops,as to curbe proud 


Puritans. For(fayes the King )the natural] ficknefles which 
C have 
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have ever troubled and beene the decay of all Churches 
fince the beginning changing the Candleftick from one to 
another , have beene pride, ambition, and avarice: and 
thefe wrought the overthrow of the Romifh Church in 
divers Countries, K.fames knew well how apt Charch- 
men had ever beene to abufe their power and-pomp, what 
enemies they had beene to our Saviour,and what a tyran- 
ny they had ereéted over all Chriftendom ever fince (on- 
ftantinealmoft , and therefore though Hee diflikes a de- 
mocracie in the Church, (as Hee hadreafon) yet Hee fo 
limits and circum({cribes his Bifhops both in power and 
honour, that they might be as fenfible of their chaines and 
fetters, asoftheir Mitersand Crofiers, I with K. lames 
had particularly fignified what bonds and bounds Hee 
thought fit to prefix to Epi{copacy, to preferve it from 
corruption , and what his opinion was ofa Prelacy fo - 
active in fecular affaires as oursis now in England, and 
how it would have pleafed him to fee.a Metropolitan a- 
mong(t Proteftants almofta rivall to the French Cardi- 
nall. The world, in my opinionjhath little reafon to dote © 
upon a gownedEmpire,we have all {marted long enough 
under it, men of meane birth commonly beare preferment 
with litelé moderation, and their breeding having beene 
foft and effeminate, in their malice && cruelty,they necreft - 
of all approach to the nature of women: and by the ad- 
vantage of learning they extend their power,and win up- 
on others more then they onght. When the Church was 


at firlt under Heathen or Jewith Governcurs , which 
- fought as enemies to ruine it, not as Fathers to protect it, 


they which were withincould not livein peace and uni- 
ty without fome Political bonds, fo at that time there 
wasaneceffity of fome coercive power, within befides 
that which was without. The worlds now unfatisfied 
what kinde of power that was, whether Epifcopal or 
Presbyteriall, or what E:pifeopacy ,or Presbytery wasin 
thofe dayes, Yet me thinks what government fo al 

then 
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_ then was, itis not neceflarily precedentary tous now. 
_ The Epifcopal faction at this day takes advantage by the 
atufes of the Presbyterial, &the Presbyterial by the Epi- 
{copal, and moft men think cither the one power or the 
other neceflary , and fon.;meore favour the Epifcopalas 
K, James, {ome the Presbyteriai as M.Calvin ; but fure the 
Presbyrerial is lefle offenfive then the Epifcopal ,and yet 
neither the onenos other of neceflity. Kings may grant 
ufaram quandam jurifdittionts either to Bifhops or El- 
ders , ‘but the jurifdiction it {elfe is their owne property, 
from which they ought not to depart , nor can without 
wrong to their charge committed to them. For the po- 
wer which God gives the Prince , is not given for his ufe 
alone, but for the peoples benefit, fo that fince He cannot 
let it fall to decay .without making it infafficient for 
good and entire government which is mifchievous to the 
people, he cannot juftly leffen it atall. And it ismanifeit 
that except one {upream head be alone in all caufesas wel 
Ecclefiaftical as civill, humane nature mult needs be de- 
ftitute of rhofe remedies which are neceflary for its con- 
fervation,Gnce power cannot bedivided,but it mutt be di- 
minifhed to him which fuffers that divifion, and being di- 
minifhed it proves infufficient. All confefle fome go- 
rernment neceflary for menin holy Orders, to whom the 
power of the Keyes belongs , but’ fome, account Prin- 
ces but as meere temporal] or Lay perfons, and therefore 
coneludeagainft their authority over facred Ecclefiaftical 
perfons'as incompetent, efpecially in cafes meerely eccle- 
fiafticall, For this caufe {p'rituall Governours have ever 
beene in the Churchto whom fome have attributed.a di- 
vine right depending from nonebut God, and {uborcinate 
tomone but God, butthis hath beene controverted by o- 
thers , and no littledebate and ftrife hath followed here- 
upon, But itfeemes to me, that princes doe receive from 
Goda fpirituall unétion, whereby not only their perfons 


are dignified,and their hearts prepared and enlarged with 
C2 divine 
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- divine graces fit for rule; but their fanctions alfo innobled. 
and fanctified above any other whatfoever, and higher 
advanced then the fenfe of Laick or Secular will beare. 
To Princes an affiftance of counfell is requifite in {pirituall 
as incivill affaires , but that, that Countaile ought to bee © 
compofed onely of perfons Ecclefiafticall , or that thofe 
perfons ought to bee invefted withall chofe Enfignesof 
Honour and Authority which our Bifhops now claime ' 
as of divine right , feemes not neceflary. Clergy-men are 
not alwayes the moft knowing in all Ecclefialticall cafes, 
neither are they at.all indifferent and impartiall, in many 
which concerne their owne honour and profit, (as the 
world feeles to its regret) therefore for jurifdiction they 
are not the moft competent, But be they of what ufe-fo- 
ever, they may ftill remaine fubordinate, and at the Prin- 
ces eleStion , and admitted of ad confilium.folum , not ad 
confenfuns : and it had:beene happy for all Chriftiansthefz 
many hundred yeares by-paft ifthey had not been further 
hearkned to. The Sacerdotall function isnot at all difpa- 
raged by this fubordination, for whether the order of 
Princes be more facred then that of Bifhops, or not, it is 
alleneto Priefts, for an obedience they owe’, and mutt 
pay , be it to the one Order, or the other. Our Bifhops at 
this day ftand much upon their Divine right of Jurifdi- 
ction, and they refer their {tyle to the providence of God 
immediatly, not to the grace of the King : and though in 
words they acknowledgea Supremacy of power to re- 
main to the King ; yet indeed I'think they mean rather a 
priority of order, Whatfoever Supremacy they meane, 
ifit be not frch as makes them-meerely fubordinate, and 
dependent,fo that the King may limit,alter,or extinguith 
their urifdiction,as far as He may to his civil Judges,they 
derogate much from his Kingly office. . 

Bifhops for their claim of Jurifdiction ought to prove, 
that they alone did exercife it dver all in all caufes from 
our Saviours dayes, till the entrance of Chriftian Princes: 

4 and. 
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and that being cleared,they mutt further prove,that thofe 
timesalfe are leading, and precedentary to ours. Inboth 
thefe their proofesare lame, efpecially in the latter ; for 
neither is the power of the Keyes the fame thing as Iurif- 
diétion, nor is jurifdiction now as it was in the Apoftles. 
dys , nor is the State of the times now the fame as. 
then. 

In thofe dayes eitherChriftians were to implead one an- 
other before Infidel Magiltrates whatfoever the cafe were, 
criminall or civill , {pirituall ortemporall, or elfe they 
were to erect fome tribunall in the Church , orelfe they 
were to await nojufticeat all :. and becaufe {ome judica- 
ture within the Church was moft fit,therfore Chrift him- 
felfe according to the exigence of thofctimes, did indow 


— his Church witha divine Oeconomy, which was partly: 


miraculous,& of ufe then,but not now.T he Spirit of God 
did then internally incite {ach and fixch.men at fuch times 
to refide & prefide in uch & fuch places ; and fome ef the 
Apoftles at fome times could judge by in{piration without 
proofes & allegations,and could execute {entence of death 
of other fpirituall punifhment upon fecret hypocrites,not 
intrenching upon temporall authority, but in thefe times: 
this difcipline is ufeleffe,& therfore decayed. Whatfoever 
the offence then was, what injury or trefpafie foeverbe- 
twixt brother. and brother, (the only remedy was Die &c- 
clefie,and yet that precept ferves as {trong for temporal] 

as {pirituall refpafies, fo that it cannot be enforced now 

to continue, unleffe wee meane to drowne all temporall. 
authority. As for the extent alfo of fpirituall power in 

thofe dayes.I will onely citea learned Politician of the 

Popifh religion:who admitting (it feemed )ihat the keyes 
of heaven were given to Saint Peter alone , apd his Suc- 
ceffours, and not to all Bifhops and Minifters whatio- 
ever, thus proceeds, By,the keyes given to S.Peter many 
Holy Fathers mean,the oncof knowledge,¢& the other of 


_ power, and that that power ought not to be underftood 
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univerfally, but only concerning the Kingdome of Heaven 

whichis {pirituall : for the Civill,Royall,and Temporall 

power is ¢xprefly forbidden him by Chrilt. Even fo that 

alfo of knowledge,it is not tobe underftood of natural,po- 

. litike, or moral] things, but as Saint P a#/ faith,of Chrifts 

| my teries only. | 

Wherefore in matters of faith Ecclefiaftieall authority 
may approve , and Secular cannot condemne, but in mat- — 

ters ot policy what all the Prelates in the World approve, 

temporal] authority may condemne, It isa great wrong 

to pretend, becaufe Chrift hath given Saint Perer the cog- 

nizance and power of the Kingdome, and forbidden him 

the earthly, contrary to this precept to extend fpiritual] 

things totemporall, Saint Augustine often faith , That 
Grace doth not deftroy any thing in Nature, but leaveth her 
all her owne ; adding moreover divine perfeGion, The 
Temporality hath of. its own nature, power,to forbid all 
things repugnant topublike quietneffs and honefty ; and 
Chrift came not to take away this authority from Magi. 
giftrates, He only adds power to his Miniftersin matters 
of faith, not knowne by nature,but revelation. For ought 
wee know, this power of opening or fhutting Heaven, 
of binding and loofing fins was ‘miraculous, and fo but 
temporary : buradmit it in this Catholike Writers fenfe, 
yct weplainly fee, itis no prejudice at all to limit Secular 
©? Princes thereby. The fame learned Papift writes : That 
the Eafterne and Wefterne Churches continued in unity 
and charity for the {pace of nine hundred yeares after 
Chrift, and this peace was eafily kept, becaufe the Su- 
pream power was then in the Canons , to which all 
Churches acknowledged themfelves equally fubje&. Ec. 
clefiatticall Difcipline was then feverely mayntained in 
each Country by its own Prelates, not arbitrarily, but-ab: 
folutely according to Canonical] Tigour , none of chem 
intermedling in anothers government. No Pope of Ronse 
did pretend to'conferre Benefices in other Bifhops Dio- 


cefies, 
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ceffes, or to get money out of others by way of Difpen- 
fations and Buls: but when Rome began to fhake off. all 
fubjeGtion to Canons, then notwithttanding any ancient 
order of the Fathers , Councels, or Apoftles themfelves, 
inflead of her ancient Primacy fhe brought in am abfolute 
Dominion, free from any Law or Canon, & this made the 
divifion, Neither could any re-union bee brought to 
pafle within thefe 700 yeares , becanfe this abufe which 
caufed the Divifion isnot remedied. Whilft the union 
held, Saint Pauls dostrine was joyntly obferved , that 
Every one foould be fubjeti to Prsnces,no man pretended to 
be free from punifbment, Nay, and after the divifion, the 
fame opinion temayned,that every Chriftianin temporal] 
buGinefles is fubye@ to the Prince. And nothing is more 
" temporall then offence, becaufe nothing is more contrary 
tothe Spirit, Amongitthe Greeks allo it is (till held that 
Bifhops ought to judge what opiniqn is found, what He- 
“ yeticalli, but to punifh thofe of hurtfull opinions belong- 
eth to the Secular. } 20 PAI09 IO TA Bee: 
The State of Venicezas well as other Catholike King- 
domes, walks between two extreames, betweene Prote- 
fants, which have no other ayme but to diminifh Eccle- 
fiatticall authority, and the Court of Rome which hath no 
other ayme, but to increafe it,and to make the Temporal 
her fervant. 4 OV Wits. 
Thofe of the Court of Rome , making ufe of Religion 
for worldly endsand refpects under a fpirituall pretenfe, 
but with an ambitious end and defire of worldly wealth 
and honour would free themfelves from obedience dus 
tothe Prince ; and take away the Joveand reverence due 
by the people to draw tit to themfelves. To bring thefe 
things to paffe, they have newly invented a do¢trine that 


talksof nothing but Eccleftafticall greatneffe, liberty, 


immunity, and jurifdiction. 
This do@rine was unheard of, till about the year 13.60, 


then ir began tobe written fcatteringly in fome oie oer 
ti 
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till 1400, there were not written above two Bookes 
_which treated of nothing elfe; after this {uch Writers in- 
creafeda little, but after 1560, there were fcarce any 
Books printed in Ztaly , but in diminution of Secular au- 


thority and exaltation of the Ecclefiafticall. And now — 


the people have fcarce any other Books to read, nor have 


the Confeffors any other doétrine, or need any other learn- _ 


ing. Hence comes this perverfe opinion, that Magiftracy 
_ is ahumane invention , and to be obeyed for policy only, 
not for confcience : but that every intimation of Eccle- 
fiafticall perfons is equivalent toa divine precept]; there 
want not in /raly , pious, learned men which hold the 
contrary, but they are not fuffered to write,or print. Nei- 
ther are forraine Books permitted , or ancient Authours 
left ungelded of all which ferves for Temporal! authori- 
ty :as appcares by a book printed 1607, called /adex Exe 
pergatorius: and Clement the Eighth in 1595, publithed 


a rule in his Index, thatall Catholike Writers Books fince - 


15 15,might be corrected, not only by expunging but alfo 
by interlming , and this hath beene'practifed thoughnot 
publikely above feventy yeares. Thus we finde the Court 
of Romes,but not the Authors meaning, and finally, wee 
are fure to have nobook true, I have hitherto cited this 
egregious Politician, for thefe purpofes. 

Firlt, That we may fee how eafie itis for Clergic-men 

‘to wreft all authority out of the Temporalties hands, if 
Princes willbe fo eafie to behood-winkt,and deluded by 
them, and to refigne their judgments to them in fuch cafes 
as concern their profit, and advancement. 

Secondly, That we may take notice how far the lear- 
nedft of Papifts themfelves doedifcover , and detect the 
errours and tyranny of the Court of Rome,and that myfti- 
call way of deceiving, whereby all hope ofremedy is cut 
off. I obferve this alfothe rather becaufe our Prelates in 
Exglandat this day aflume to themfelves almoft as vaft and 
unqueftionable a power of fhifting and repreffing all ad- 

verfe 


of Rome does. : 

Thirdly, that I might produce the fame Author againft 
himfelfe in thofe points wherein he taxes Protefiants, We 
will yield that for the fpace of nine hundred yeers the See 
of Rome did not ufurpe over other Sees, but did acknow= 
Jedge equall{ubjeétion to the Canons , and that the divi- 
fion and {eparationof the Eafterne Churches happened, 
when Rome arrogated above Canons; tut withall we mutt 
have it yielded to us, that thefé Canons had been compo- 

fed only by Clergy-men, and that in too much favour of 
Clergy-men , and too much abridgment. of Temporal] 
Rights and Priviledges , and that they didconcerne mat- 
ters more then meerly {pirituall , and fpecalative, and 

things known by mecre revelation. So that though one 

Prelate did not ulurpe over another , yet all Prelates had 
ad te overthe Laity from the times of (on/tantine al- 
moft, | : | 

It istrue, the Church had Bifhops before in its times 
of ‘perfecution, but of what power or pompe ? It 1s faid 
of (alvin,that in regard of his {way in Ge neva,he wanted 
nothing but the Name of Bifhop; and it may beas truly 
{aid of the Bifhopsbefore Conftantine , thatthey wanted 
allbutthe Name. | 

The power of Bifhops before the inflallment of Chri- 
(tian Princes, was rather like that of Arbitrators then of 
Judges, and that held in all cafes alike, Civill and. Spiri- 
tuall, but in cafe of difobedience they did not intrench fo 
faruponthe Lay power, asto inflict any pecuniary , or 
corporall punifhment , but they did deny the Sacrament, 
and eject delinquents out ‘of the Congregation, and this 
was then anabfciffion from Chrift , being done Clave non 
errante : that is, whilft God did infpire (according to his 
promife) a miraculous power of binding and loofing in- 

fallibly, | 
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(24) 
_ The Pricftly function was then an Office, not a Jurifdi- 
tion, of facred dignity, not Power : butthe Function of 
a Prince was ever facred both for honour, and power, for 
dignity and command, Cox/tantine the Great was the firlt 
Prince which tooke upon him the care and protection of 
the Church, after that it had faff:red contempt and pover-. 
ty for 300 yeares: andnow did even that authority and 
protection ceafe, and devolve into hishands, which the 
poore perfecuted Bifhops had but feebly managed before . 
but fuch was the extraordinary indulgence of this pious. 
Emperour, as well to religious perfons, asto Religionit. 
felfe, that taking lirtle notice what the Church had gaine: 
by him as its Head and Governour , He heaped up greater. 
Titles and Henors.upon Bifhops,Archbifhops, Patriarchs, 
and Popes.,.asif fome other fupreme Ruler more facred 
and competent then himfelfe were neceflary. Neverthe- 
leffz it is thought, that this was as poyfon poured into the. 
Church , and not Balme, for from that very time Clergy 
men begantobe more glorious , but leffe gracious, more. 
rch oucwardly , bat morepoore , and vile inwardly, 
Within a little {pace after Con/tantine. there was juft caute 
of complaint that exceffive Honours had corrupted the 
~ Church, and that Religion had profpered better in former | 
times, Whenithad wooden Chalices and golden Pricfts, 
thennow , when it had golden Chalices, but wooden. 
Priefts.. Itisremarkablealfo, that foonafter (oxftantine 
the temporall power being too mutch reftrained , and a- 
bafed, and the {pirituallas much inlarged and exalted , the 
whole face of Chriftendome began to be imbroyled with 
wars, and poyfoned with herefies,fo that the Hiftorians of 
thofe times have almoft nothing elfe to write of but the. 
forcible invefting and develting by armes of fuch Bithops 
and Patriarchs, and of the op politiors of {uch and fuch. 
Couincels and Synods, and of the Appeals, Jars, Schifmes, 
Excommunications,and Commotiohs of fuch, and fuch 
Prielts,and Monks, Nay, {uch werethe ill effe@ts of thofe. 


ages, 


s 


ages which were certainly more zealous then politike, 
that they cannot yetbe wholly rectified,and purged in 
thef2 our latter times, which are grown too too Con- 
trary being more politike then-zealous : Thus did the 
Church fare fo. 900 yeates till the! Roman Bilhops 
beganto Empireaboveall, and then did the greatelt 
part of the Clergie themltlves, efpecially Ealt from 
Jtaly.make their departure and feparation. Neither did 
the Romifh Vice-god after this great rert and divifion 
in the World hang his head for fhame, or fecke any te 
‘anion by Jetting fall his pompous, painted plumes, but 
audaciates himfelfe rather to mount higher yet, ani to 
“detrude the Weltern Emperour quite ont ofthe bounds 
of Italy, Andin this,bis induftry fails him not , for after 
much bloud-fhed in many cruel! conflicts Hee gains in 
Italya Temporall, and mall £urope befides a {pirituall 
Monarchy, making atriple Mitre fhine as glorioully 
-upon'the feven-hilled City,as the Diadem had done be- 
fore, During his wars with the Emperour of Germany, 
He had other conte(lations alfo with Eng/andgnd fome 
other Potentates at fometimes, but all difmaid him not, 
cnly once Hee was heard to fay , J was time for him te 
compoxndwiththe Dragon. that hee might crufb the leffer 
Adders at his pleafare. Yet after this even this Holy 
tyranny grows too infolent and infufferable, and fo con- 
{pires its owne diffolution , fo that many Countries in 
the Northweft parts lying more remote from Rome, 
quite revolt from her Allegeance , and Proteft againit 
her. Among tt thole other Countries alfo lefle diftant, 
which flill in words confefle ber Supremacy . ber 
Reigne is now but little more then precarious : Venice 
regards not Bulgand Anathemaes , France d:{dains a 
yonger Lrothers benediction, and Spam being hoveured 
with the title of thy Popes cldeft Som, conicHes him a 
Fathe , bute mploys him.asa Chaplain, gives yerball, 
but reaps rca}] honouts by him. 
D 2 AK 


 Auguftm having cafhiered an unworthy Commane 
der, gave him leave tofay, that he had cafhiered efu- 
gaftes : and fo the Popes great fonnes fhake off his 
yoke by degrees,but conceal it, and give him leaveto. 
doe the like. | 
Itis now very good policy in the Pope, not to pre= 
tend to Temporall things as they ftand iz cxdine , or 
have relation to fpiritual things,but rather to relinguith> 
his right to {pirituall things , as they ftandin order 
to Temporall : itiseminent wifdome in him to for- 
beare threatning, roaring, curfing, and fending his ridi- 
culous Epigrams, out of his owne Territories :.as hee 
was wont to doe: Nay, hisvery laftrefige of fending 
forth his poyfoning and ftabbing Minifters cannot re- 
mayne in {eafon much longer. But to returne to our 
learned Statefman : as Hee juftly taxes the Court of 
— Rome, fo He unjultly taxes Proteftants of the contrary 
extream, and this will appeare out of his own words, 


For He grants, firft, thatthe Secular Magiftrates have 
nothing diminifhed of their authority by Chrifts com- 
ming : and it is cleere that Princes were abfolute Go- 
vernours of the Church before Chrift both in Spiritn- 


all and Temporall Cafes. “st ute 

Inthe next place Hee yields , that the power and 
Knowledge of Clergy-men called the power of the 
Keyes, 18no other but fachas Chrift infufes in imeere 
fupernaturall things,knowne only by Faith and Reve- 
lation, , not by any Phyficall, or Ethical Principles; 
bnt it is eafily proved by us, that fuch power can extend 
to no proper juci{ciation at all in humane affaires, but is 
ameere{peculative motion, and fuch wee.deny not. 

Thitdly , Hee yields that in Jurifdiction there bee 
three things diitinét. | | 

Firft, matter of Law. | i 

Secondly, matter of fact, 
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Thirdly, matter o°exccution: whereby retribution 
is made toevery fa@t according toLaw. The firlt of 
thefe, and that in Spiritual] Cafes alone being tryable 
by Clergy-men only. Admit this and nothing follows, 
but thar things meerly Spiritual], are be{t knowne to 
Spirituall perfons, there isno powerhere concluded, 
As for example. Incafe of Herefie, that I hold fuch 
an opinion,muft appeare by witnefles and proofs , and 
herein all kinds of witnefles befides Clergy-men are 
competent, 


Next, that this opinion is hereticall, requires the 
judgement of Ecclefiafticall perfons, but it doesnot 
follow, if they-be the fitteft Judges herein, that they 
muft be the fupreme Judges herein , and not afwell 
Dependent and Subordinate as our Civill Judges are 
in common ations. But in the laft place, that fach 
an hereticall opinion fo dangerous and peltilenttothe 
Church and Common-wealth ought to be corrected or 
eradicated by fuch coercive force, and the raifing of 
that force whereby it is to be punifhed isin the judge-~ 
ment , and in the power of the Supreame Magiftrate,, 


fortwo Magiltrates cannot havea Supreame power of 


the fame {word. Either the Secular mult command 
the Ecclefiafticall,or the Ecclefiaftical] muft command. 
the Secular, asto coercive power, or a worfe confuf- 
on then either muftneeds follow. 


‘ Sothen, itis the Execution of Juftice alone, which 
is effentiall tothe Supreame Governour , Matter of 
Law requires a Counfellour , matter of Fa& a wit- 
neffle, Matter of Execution alone intimatesa Prince, 
and that Principality cannot bee divided, betwixt two 
perfons of a feverall nature, Pete 
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From hence then it appeares plainly thit no Catho- 
like differing from the Court of Rome afcribes more 
to Clergy men, then this. fir point of adjudging 
according to the Law of God in things Divine; and 
this implyes rather a dependent, then an independent 
condition in the Judge: and in this Proteftants joyre 
with full confent, But all this while I finde my felfe 
inadigreffion: my {cope is not toprove that Protes 
ants doe attribute fufficient to Priefis, it lies upon 
mee to provethat they attribute too much to them, and 
herein I am toundertake not only the Epifcopall , but 
the, Presbyteriall fide alfo, not only Proteftant! Pre- 
lates, but even Mafter Carvin that great Arch. 
prelate alfo. | y 7 

Divines have much trumped the World hitherte in 
not fetting forth the true bounds and limits of Eccle-. 
fiafticall Jurifdiétion , but if I miftake not , the firft 
power ( which they claimeas molt effentiall ) they take 
tobe the power of the Keyes, though they define not 
certainly , what that is , whether a Power, or 
Office; or to whom belonging, or of what extent, 
and continuance. : 

The fecond power which they infift upon, as next 
iffuing out of the power of the Keyes, is in Excom- 
munication, Ordination of Minifters , Expofition of 
Scriptures, &c. | 

The third and more remote kinde of caufes wherein 
they challenge an Ecclefiafticall power, is of fuch as 
concerne Matrimonic , Teftaments, Herefies, Fats, 
Tythes , and Immunnities of Clergymen, &c- And fur. 
cher doubtleffe they would proceed, but that thefefa- 
your fo much of the Temporality ,/and, difcover their 
erumpery ; but [havedaid’, if in all thefe cafes Clergy: 
men are neceflarily more knowing and igypartiall then 
ail the elf , thereisneceffity of their Counfell oa 
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clare matter of Law , but not of their Confent in apply- 
ing coercive, and forcible remedies for the exedution of 
Law. Ihave faid alfo that Clergy-men being as well Ci- 
tizens of the Common-wealth as fons of the Church and 
- thele Cafes importing as well perturbance of the State as 
annoyance to the Church , that there can bebut one Head 
which ought to have command over both,andin both, Je 
is manifelt alfo that many Cafesare partly temporal] and 
partly fpirituall ; and that fcarce any is fo temporal], buc 
thar it relates in fome order to fpirituall things, or any fo 
{pirituall , but that it hath fome relation to temporal! 
things, fo that the true fubject of Ecclefiafticall and civill 


jultice cannot rightly be divided. Further, alfo it is as. 


manifeft that where any doubt, ftrife, or uncertainty may: 
arife between one Iurifdi@tion, and anether, neither ac- 
knowledging apy fupreame power of decifion,no affured 
peace can continue,and by canfzquence no ftability or per- 
‘manent fubfittence to either, is to be expected. It isnatu- 
rall therefore tobe inferred, that cither the Temporall or 
the Ecclefialticall Magifirate mult bee in all Cafes’ abfo- 
lutely predominant,and that fince the Ecclefiaftical ought 
not by Chriftsowne command, therefore the temporall 
ought, as hath been further proved by fundry arguments, 
and Scripture proofes alledged out of this famous Politi- 
cian, So much of the temporal] power, and its neceflary: 
Supremacie : my endevour fhall be now to maintain that 
no Ecclefiafticall power is at all neceflary in meere Ec- 
clefiafticall perfons. 

Malter Calvin according to the Popifh grounds main« 
taines, that {pirituall jurifdi@ion differs from temporal, 
& isnot incompatible but affiftant therto, becaufe it pro- 
pofes not the faincends, but feverall , which by feverall 
meanes may be the better compaffed. But the {pirituall 
Magilirate (as I conceive) can propofe no other end,then 
what the Secular ought to ayme at, for either the Prince 
oughtto have no care atall of the Honour of God, and 
the good of men , and that which is the prime.meane of 


both,, 
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both. true Religion, or 
which the Prelate aymes at , viz. to vindicate Religion 
by removing and correcting f{eandalous offenders. Se. 
condly, topreferve the innocent from contagion by the 
feparation of open offenders. Thirdly to prevent further 


obduration,or to procure the amendment of duch as have 


tranfgrefied by wholfome chaftifement, 


This is beyond all controverfie , as alto that the Perfor 
and Power of aPrince, are asfaered to effect thefe ends, 


asthe Prelates: and certainly, God did not fo fan@tiffe 


their perfonsand offices for any leffeend. And therefore 


in ancient times Holy Bifhops did Preach and recom-= 
mend nothing more to Princes then the care of Religion, 
though proud Prelates now arrogate this onely to them- 
felves, and'though itbe {till apparent , that no offence is 
fo fpirituall bur that itis a civil evill , as wells a ble- 
mith to Religion; forfomuch as true Religion is the 
foundation ofa State, Andthis could not bee, neither 
were Princes anfwerable to God for the corruption of 
Religion, if God had not giventhema fupreame power, 
and that ¢ffectuall to bring all offenders whatfoever to 


confeffion, fatisfa@tion, and contrition or to expell them 


the congregation by themflves, or their {urrogates, 
Matter (alvin inftances in adultery & drunkennes. &c, 
and fayes , that the temporall power punifhes thefe by 
external] foree, and for publick examples fake » Sit cone 
cernesthe State, but the Spiritual] Judge punifhes them 
without force internally for-the amendment of the de. 
linqnent. Hee might as well have named {wearing, ly- 
ing, ftealing , murdering, and all finnes whatfoever, 
and fo have made all men twice punifhable , and the 


Ecclefiafticall Courts as full of buGneffe as the tempo- 
rall, to the great vexation of the State, and danger of 


divifion , out of this falfe ground’ onely that tempo- 


rall power hath not a competence for the amendmeny 


of off nders, or for the care of Religion, but only for the 
fatisfattion of wronged parties, and the expedition of 
civill juftice, This 
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-. This isa way to erect reguuminregno, and to maintaine fach 
concurrent jurifdictions,as cannot poffibly ftand together;for all 
being fubject to fin and offence,as well the Spirituall as tempo- 
rall,either the one or other muft goeunqueftioned,and this may 
produce divifion: or elfe both ; andthat will caufe moft certaine | 
confufion, Both fides here feem ftrangely puzled, the rigideft of - 7 
the Epifcopall faction allow Princes a coercive power over 
Priefts, and Prelats, where they performe not what their duty is 
in their fun@tions or jurifditions , and this power requires a 
higher power of fammoning, arraigning,and legally trying them: | 
and yet the moderateft of the Presbyteriall faction would have || 
Princes queftionable, tryable and punifhable by the Spiritualty. 1. & 
This is a groffe confufion, which will appeare to bee fo more hile 
plainely in the fequell ; when it is more fully cleared, thatto q 
Princesalone Godhas precifely committed stramg; tabam,and ; 
sitramg: tabulam too, as our reverend Andrew fayes. 

Tis true, as Ga/vin alleadges, Princes are fons of the Churcli, 
they areiait, not above it: the word intruding the Church uni- 
verfall, {uch as is both militant and triumphant ; paft, prefenr, 
and future, for that hathno other head but Chrift: to that all 
Princes and Priefts are equally fons: but take ,Chutch for {uch or 
facha Nationall, Locall Church, and then the Princeis head 
thereof, under Chrift; and the Clergie are part of his charge, 
andunder his protection. The fame man alfo may in diverfe re- 
fpe&tsbe both father and fon to the fame man without confufion 
of relations. A King,a Bifhop may hear the Word, & receive the 
Sacrament from an inferiour Minifter ; a Subject may be naturalf 
Father to his Prince, and inthis refpecta filiall fubjection isdue | 

_ from the fuperiour, and {oa King may referre his owne cafe to 
his Chancellor, yer this deftroyes not the greater, higher, and 
more generall fuperiority in other things, at other times. And 
to me it feemes that even in the exercife of the Keyes, the Prieft 
officiates under the Prince, asthe Chancellor -doesin matters of 
Law, even when the Kings owne cafe lyes in Judgement before 
him, and when perhaps heumakes adecreeagainft his owne Ma- 
fter, and contrary to his owne Matters private advertifement : 
and yet the King is not properly either Lawyer, or Theologue, 
though both are a@uated, and erganiz’das it were,by the ae 
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like commanding, over feeingsandover-ruling ofhismore fab- 


lime and divine power. ~ 7 


Herein the Prieftalfomay learn‘a limitation from the Lawyer, 


for though the Jadge be bound to pronounce right judgement 


againt his owne Matter, yet thisholds not inall cafés alike sbea 


caufe of his limited condition, for im Crimiinall cafes fuelas 
concerne the faferyof the Kings owne perfon,or the royal dig- 


"nity of his calling, thereinjudgement mutt be utterly mate,And 


thereforeicisa weake argumentof MafterCalvin, though it be 
his beft-, when he inferres a neceflity of an Beelefiatticall Judie 
eature from hence, becaufe elfe the Prince himfelfe wanting pu- 
nifhment, fhould efcape free: for the reafon is the fame in mats 
ters of Law; theKing-is not queftionable, ot refponfible, for 
perfoniall crimes, and yee this is held no political mifchiefe: Bes 
fides if the Prince fhal! not goe unqueftioned; or undifciplin’d 
by the Spiritual yet the fupreme/f{pirituall Magiftrate muftjand 
thisisanequall, ifnota greater mifchiefe: for both.carinot: be 
equally lyable tothe judgenient of eachother. Neither is it to 
much purpofe thar the example of Bifhep Ambrofe fo harfhlyt6 
unreverendly treating pious penitent Theodofius,is fo confidents 


ly cited al wayes by either fa&tion Epitco palland PresbyteriaH; 


for though the name of Armbré/e be great, yet I-will crave leave 
to fpeakeas an advocate againft hiit inthe name of theEmpe- 
rour Theodofius, dead hark eba : ope beter iy 

Reverend Sir, youtakewpon you tobe'a fudge over me, and 
to condemne me of a bloody Maffacre committed unjuftly ar 


Thefslonica, and being fo condemned, you proceed againft me - 


with your ghoftly punifhment, fibje&ing me to your Ecclefi- 
afticall fever ity: But pray confider what mifchiéfés may fol. 
low hereupon; if Emperours may bee punithable by Bifhops, 
then common equity requires that Emperours have the Benefit of 
a faire hearing and arraignment, or elf were their condition 
more miferable then the condition of the meaneft vaffals: foras 
Princes a€tions are more inferutable, and their counfels more 
myfticall ; fo alfo their ends are for the moft part more lyableto 
envy, and mifinterpretation: [tis not poffible for you without 
duedifcuffion, inquiry, and examination of impartial! witnef 
fs, perfe&ly tounderftand all the true circu ftinces, reafons, 


and 
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and grounds of this my fa& 5 and without thisunderftanding 
itis notpofible for you to pronounce a juft cenfure againit 


me, It’s neceffary then that fome Tribunal! be prepared for 
you, and fome Bar for me, that upright fentence may paffe, 
and that juftice may be done underftandingly, and upon this 
it muft needs follow thar I am your meere Subjet, and mug 
lay downe my Scepter to bow my felfe under your Crofier, 
till this difficulty be fully ended, Admic this alfo, and ther 
you may ufé what procraftination you pleafe in this intricate 
decifion ; or in the like manner queftion me of all other e- 
normities, and fcandalous deviations, which rumor, envy, 
or.treafon ir felfe forges againft.me; and thus fhall I have 
no leafure to judge other men, it will {carce be poflible for 


‘me to acquit my felfe in judgement from other men: thac 


power whichGod hath putinto my hands for the prote&tion 
of fo,many Myriads, will be utterly difabledby that higher 
power which is-put into your hands overme. By the fame 
reafon alfo that I am to render an account to you in this 
place, Iam to render the like to all your fuperiours, equals, 
or inferiours in other jurifdiétions, ofall finnes whacfoever, 
whether reall, or-imputable, Ecclefiafticall, or Civill, fo 
that no end is like to be of my tryals, purgations, or con- 
demnations. 7 | 
You will fay, my crime is fenfibly evident ; if I would de- 
ny this, you could not prove it fo ; and if] would.not 
confeffe this, you could not force me, for it was a politicalt 
thing, and farre off aéted : andmy meere confeffion, can give 
to you no jurifdiction. But be my crimeas manifett init felte 
as the difobedience of Sazl-was.to Samuel, or as Davias mur- 
ther was to Nathan, or as Solomons incontinence was.to all 
the world, or as CManaffes his Idolatry: yet why fhould I 


faffer more then they.@ Whatnew coercive, vindicative au- 


thority have Priefts gained over Princes by Chrifts Gofpell, 


which the Jewith Pricts never ufed, clay med, or heard of ? 


If Excommunication, &, be now neceflary, fure it wasin 
ufe before Chrift; and then wee fhould have heard of fome 
Kings Excommunicated, ¢rc. by fome Prietts ; for ifthe Tem- 
porall power had not of its owne nature acompetent pate 
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and habitude to reftraine all things repugnant to publike 
quietneffe,and honefty,a Spirituall power was neceflary;and 
yet we read of none fuch, But if there was a fufficiency inthe 
Temporall power, asis moft manifeftly apparent; then we 
cannot imagine'that Chrift came to take away any ofthis au- 
thority from Magiftrates : but that power which he added,. 
was rather an excellency of grace and verte in matters of 
faith, and illamination. . 

: _ It cannot bee alleadged by you, that that punifhment is 
meerely f{pirituall, and fo no politicall evill: for as ic puts 
other men into the condizion of Publicans, Heathens, and 
Worle g fo it further yet degrades, difables, and oppreffes 
Princes. How fhall he be honoured and obeyed asithe Vice- ‘ 
gerent of God in all canfes, whom the Laity fees eje&ted out 
of the Church, and expelled out of the Communion of the 
faithfull, as a rotten contagious member? how fhall ‘hee be 
held more facred then a Prieft, whom the fentence, interdi- 
“tion, and the confounding blow of a Priefts pirituall exe. 
cration,fhall render fo contemptible, miferable, and abomis 
nable in the eyes of the world 3 Ah ¢ 

Saint Paul being accufed in matters of Dottrine,made his 
appeale to a wicked Heathen Emperour; and yet now a Chri- 
itian godly Emperour being accufed by any Church-man,no 
appeale is allowed , though in meere civill accufations. 
Saint Peters Keyes did either endure fome new power not be- 
fore known to the world, or nor; if it did, then our Saviours 
Gofpell came into the world tothe detriment of civill go- 
vernment, which is contrary to Religion,and all reafon:and if 
nonew addition of power were imported, then Tibersxs him- 
felfe, chough a Heathen, and Tyrant, remained as abfolute as 
before; and yet in his time there was more neceflity of an Ec- 
elefiafticall judicature, then isnow. But you will fay, if 
Princes be not fubjec&t to fome chaftifement, then fome fCan- 
dals muft paffe unremediable. Not {, for here God is the 
reveager, and ftrikes often,as he did Uizish; but if not, yee 
either the Temporall or Spirituall Governour mutt paffe un- 
chattiz’d, which is all one; for two Su preames cannot be, nor~ 
no-entire government without fome fupremacy, nor no fie 

premacy 
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premacy without immunity , and exemption from judge- 
ment. 

The perpetual! confli&s and conteftations betweene Prin- 
ces and Prelates, which are likely to enfue, will foone cleere 
this; that either Princes muft ac laft fubmit to the tribunals 
of Ghurch-men,and raigne at their difcretion; or elfe Church- 
men mut fubmic to them: for both tribunals cannot ftand 


compatible. For my part, Texcufe fo grave a Father as you 


are, of ambition herein; and therefore J am the leffe cautious 
in fubmitting my felfe at this time: but I conceive this Do- 
rine may bee the ground of dangerous confequences to o- 
thers, and therefore I defire it may not from me paffe into a 
prefident for the time to come. | 

Let not proud Prelates from this my voluntary humiliati- 
_-on,arrogate to themfelves as if it had beene due; or derogate 
thereby from the more facred order of Princes: neither let 
Princes from this particular learne to yeeld to any Spirituall 
Monarchy whatfoever. My beliefe is, that the Prince is the 
Head, the Fountaine, the Soule ofall power whatfoever,Spi- 
rituall, or Temporal! ; wherein he ought not to indureat all 
any kinde of rivality of Ecclefiafticall perfons, nor can ad- 
mit of any diminution in any part of his jurifdiction, with- 
out offence to God, dammage to his charge, and danger to 
himfelfe. So much for Theodofius, and fo much for that jurit- 
diction which is due to Prelates: I fhould now fpeake of the 
exercife thereof, as it is granted by the favonr of Princes, but 
this is a very tender point. 

It feemes to fome, that Princes ought not to incumber men 
in Sacred Orders, in any kinde of judicature which is not 
purely Spiritual; nor that Prelates can accept of any Tem- 
porall imployment whatfoever, without difhonour to their 
Orders, and negic& to their cure of Soules: and yet now 
none fo greedy of fuch imployment. A facred place may nor 
be put to feeular wifes, that’s prophane: buta facred perfon 
may, that’s honourable. 

A Bifhoprick now adayes is buta Writ of cafe, to difmiffe 
from Preaching, and atrending Gods fervice whereby the 
man is preferred from the Church to the Court, from the 
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Altar co fome Tribunal , from Gods {piricuall to the Kings 


temporall affaires, In the High Commiffion, at the Councel © 


Table, in the Star-chamber, and the Chequer, Churchmen 
are now more active then in their ewne Confiftories, and yet 

their ambition further aimes (as tis faid ) to the Chancery, 
Court of Requcfts, &c, which. could not.chuf but redound 
to the frandall of Religion, the obftruétion of Juftice, and 


vexa‘ion of the Subject : if there were not learned and-skile - 


full men enough in Policy andLaw'to rve the King, unleffe 
Divinity were deprived of fome of her followers, there were 


{ome {ceming umbrage why the King might borrow of God; 


but when Gods more holy office is negle&ted,, that the Kings 


"meaner may be the worfe adminiftred, the world mueh gazes 


and wonders atit. ag 
The functions of Divinesare too facredfor.any &cular per. 
fon to officiate, and therefore it fhould feeme, their perions 
alfo ought to be too facred for cular functions ; for it ems 
prepoftrous, that ic fhould be thought an honour to Priefts 
to relinquifh {piritual,and adhereto temporallimployments, 
Nic: Mfachiavelldid obfervethat Chriftian Religion had long 
fince falne,to the ground had not the regular ftri&tnefle of 
poore inferiour Priefts and Fryers held, and propped up the 
reputation of icinthe World,as muchas the pridgand luxury 
of the great Cardinals, and Princelike Bifhops, did ftrive to 
finkeand.demolith it. The fame obfervation holds true a- 
mongft us Proteftants at this day, forthe more our Prelates 
enjoy, the more ftil] they feeke; and all our three Kin gdomes 
are gtowne fo ficke of their pride, injuftice, and pragmaticall 
fa&tion, that farce anyremedy but bloud-letting can: cure 
them. We finde in Scripture the moft high and holy Offices 
of Religion performed by Princes, eveh amongft, and above 
the greareft of Prieftss but we {carce findeany inftance at all 
where Priefts intermedled with any State affaircs , either 
above, or under Princes : and yet with us now theimploying 
and entrufting of Clergy-men in Temporal bufineffes,is held 
as politick as it was intimes of Popery: althougli no time 
could ever juftly boaft of that ufe,But<o paffe over Tem poral 
bufineffes,how violent have our Bifhops beene in their owne 
7 | pie: Canons 
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Canons about Ceremonies , and indifferencies? and what 
difturbance hath that violence produced? They ftrive as for 
the beauty and glory of Religion,to bring inthe fame formes 
of Licurgie, the fame pofture of the Communion-Table , the 
fame-gefture at the Gommunion, @c. in all our three Domi-~ 
nions; as if uniformity were alwayes beautifull: and yet we 
fee, all men are created with feveral! faces, voyces, and com- 
plexions, without any deformity to the univerfe. 
_ ?Tisnot externall variety, but incernall diffention, which 
fpoyles the harmony of Religion; and diffention is more nov. 
rifhed. by theharfhnes of Paftors over their flocks, efpecially 
over the weake ones in fcruples, then by perinitting various 
Rites and Formesin the externall worfhip of God. Certain 
ly, liberty and variety in indifferences , and Ceremonies is 
more favourd in Scripture, than any univerfall fimilicude,or 
rigorous force whatfoever, over the perplexed, anxious con- 
f{ciences of weake’men, We fee in Scotland, where there is 
no Ceremonies, they enjoy that uniformity without conten- 
tion, which wee aymeat onely, and feeketo purchafe with 
infinite debate } and perfeeution ; and under their peace and 
unity, the Proreftant Religion thrives, and Romith Superfti~ 
tion utterly ceafes': whereas under our ftrife and difagree- 
ment, Réligion'and true Devotion is over-run, and over- 
growne, like Cornechoaked with: weeds. Nay, it is thought 
that if our Bifhops had bin more gentle-handed all this while 
towards fuck as difrelifht Ceremonies, for Poperies fake, and 
had rather pitied thé as men of tender conf{ciences , than pere 
fecuted anddefamed them, as fediticus Puritans, thefe diffe- 
rences had not lafted folong: for when the reformation was 
nov yer fully perfected, the Puritans of thofe dayes were more 
fiery thannow:; but not being fo odious in the Church, Jeffe 
corbuftion followed thereupon: whereasnow they are fo un- 

ercifully heated, thac no moderate complyance can ferve 
the turne. 

There feemes now little remaining of Puricanifine, but the 
breathlefle carkas of ityand yer till that toobe interredand 
confumied; no truce canbe admitted. The very fuff-riags of 
Puritans noware {ufficiently quit, and imputed as the effec $ 
“ i ef 
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of their owne malice, their punifhment is argument enough 
for the defert of their punifhmentr; the more they have borne, 
the more they muft now beare ; andthe more they now beare, 
the more they fhall hereafter, Fury is one ofthe maine things 
objected to Puritans; but in truth, the World has not any. 
thing more furious then fuchas moft pretend againft them. ~ 
Hence it is,that the hatred of Puritans owes and defcends 
from the higheft of the Clergieto the loweft : and young Stu- 
dents in the Vniverfity know ic now their wiféft courfe to. 
-ftudy the defamation of Puritans, as thefirlt and moft recef~ 
fary point of their learning and qualification, andas their {u- 
reft path to promotion. And to make their deteftation fure, 
and themfelves irreconciliable, they muft ingage themfel ves 
by fome notable fervice of novelty, quarrelling with fome 
point of Proteftantifime, or refining fome point of Popery, 
they muft taxe Proteftants as fome ways injurious to Princes, 
Gr extol! Papifts as zealous obferwers of Antiquity. It muf 
be maintained that Royalty cannot ftand without the prop of 
Epifcopacy, though it never yet found greater enemy; and 
that Puritanifine only hinders the ftretching of ourReligion 
or elfe Papiftsand we fhould foone agree, Thofé of vulgar 
wits which ferve not for fuch ftraines, that they may be re« 
deemed from fufpicion of Puritanifine, muft doe fomething 
factioufly, or be vitious; or elfe their hopes of preferment 
are almoft defperate. | 

Charity to Papifts, conformity to ‘Ancient Fathers, and 
decent uniformity amongft our félves, are the {pecious colors 
wherewith they dreffe and deck all their pretenfes; for want 
ofSetctaries living in thefe days,they rake out of their toombs 
Hacket, Copinger, Browne, &c. to'upbraid us, for want of 
oppofites enow here in England, they calumniate the Scots 
to our difhonour; for want of true imputations, they forge a~ 
ny crimes how monftrous foever, and their moft fure one is, 
that which is moft undifcernible, hypocrifie. Nevertheleffeit 
muit bee beleeved that the Antipuritan difparages nut our 
Anceftors in the reformation, but for love of antiquity ; not 
teares infunder thebonds of Religion, Nature, Policy be- 
twixt two the moft clofe-united Nations ofthe World, but 
out 
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out of-lovetounity : nor fills whole Kingdomes with bloud, 


but out of love to Order. Such was fure Diogenes his humili- | 


ty,trampling upon Péatoes Couches; fuch was Nerces unifor~ 
mity,fetting on firethe f{treets of Rome: Such was Procuffes 
his fymmetry, cutting his guefts according to hisbeds. And 
therefore its thought “P#rstans are not fo much hated for their 
oppofition to Ceremonies, as Ceremonies are multiplied, and 
inforced for fuppreffion of all zealous Chriftians, under the 
umbrage of Pwritans: and that for the fame purpofe the ene- 
mies of Piety have blown thofe coales which they might have 
quenched. 
_ The Bifhop of Dowue makesa very fharpe {peechto the Px- 
rstans in Ireland, as being very difobedient, and animated 
therein by the Scot: Covenanters; but his chiefeft eloquence 
uttered againft his owne Caunerymen the Scots, whom he 
paints forth as the chiefeft Traytors, perjured Rebels, Here- 
tickes and Hypocrits in the World : nay, he denounceth them 
worfethan Anabaptifts, and fuch as have more than juftified 
the Powder-Traytors and all the rebellious pra@iles of the 
Fefuieess Afterwards he addesalfo, That Pwritanifme is not 
_ the Nationall fin of Scotland only, but that they of the fame 
 fa&tion in England had beene as deep in the fame condemna- 
tion, but that they had nor fo much power. See here the 


lively portraiture of an e4stipsritane, fee a true Boner revi- 


ved againe, but in Protcfant habit; and for ought I fee, here 
are none exempted from this black venomous cenfure in all 
the Kings Dominions, but thofe of the Popith and Epifcopall 
Faction. It’s not tobe wondred at that the King thinks ill of 
his Subje&s, or that Burton or Prix {uffered worfe then Tray- 
tors merits : It’s rather tobe wondred at, that our {treets doe 
not runne wirh blood dayly, fince this is the Gofpell our Re- 
verend Fathers of the Church preach. This fpeech was 
thought worthy to be difperfed in Print over all our King- 
domes in Englifh ; but fince, becanfe it redounds fo much to 
the honour of the three Nations, and the repute of Proteftant 
Religion, it’s Tranflated into Latine, and Coppies are Printed 
for all Chriftendome to take notice of, In this fpeech its ur- 
ged,that Puritans who began about 80 yeares fince, have pro- 
ceeded from bad to worleby fix degrees ; firft they did diflike, 
: F 
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then contemne Bifhops, then th , . 
ction ; then feparate :hemfelves ; then they fellinto the He. 
refie of holding no difference betweene Bilhop and Presby. 
ter: laftly, they rebelled, and grew more immoderate than 
eaabaptifis, And here Saint Cypri:m is alledged, who fayes, 
That the contempt of Bifhops is the beginning and ground 
of all Herefies and Schif{mes; sas 

Here we fee-what Pazitanes are, the moft curfed Mifcre- 
ants on earth; next we fee who Purirans are,all fiach as hold 
not with Epifcopacy : that is in probability halfe Ireland , 
more then halfe Exg/.nd, all Seotlard , and may other Pros 
teftant Countries, King James did puta difference betwixt 
fach as difrelitht Bifhops, and Ceremonies meerly, and fuch 
as under that pretext fraudulently fought to perturbe the 
‘State, and make a fa@tious feparation, But here the difference 
of all Puritans is graduallonly, hot fubfantiall ; for diflike 
of Bifhops is the beginning oF all Here#, and muft needs end 
in C4 nabaptifme andrebellion | 

How plainly does it here appeite, that Epifcopacy is the 
true Helena of all this warre; and-yet Saint Cyprian is to'be 
underftood ofthe Paftorall fun&tion, not ofthe Ecclefiatticall 
jurifdition of a Bifhop, or-el’e in his fen’ the Getevans, 
and the greateft part of Prorefants are Heretiques, and 
King James made a frivolous diftintion, Such Rute as 
this had not mifbefeemed a ‘Papi? , but its very odde in a 
Proteflant Bilhop; except wee confider him, as one who 
hath lookt back towards the Onions and Flefb=pots of igypr, 
and is inamor’d again upon thofe glorioustitles & enfignes of 
Honour, and Pompe, which Rome confers upon her Conttiers, 
But to conclude this point, I wifh Princes would ‘not allow 
juch Bifhops to be carvers tothemfelves, and make them 
Judges in cafes of their owne intereffe: they are furely good 
{pectacles for Princes in Theologicall deliberations, as Tem- 
‘porall Counfellors are in Stare affaires; but miferable are 
thofe Princes whofe eyes cannot fee without tach {pettactes, 
If Religion did not profper worle, if peace Wer€ not more 
violated, if perfectition were not more common in Countries 
wher Bifhops govern, than where they are expelled,we might 
fufp2c the Scots, as Hereticall, and Rebellicus by — for 
chu fine 


ey did difobey their jurifdis | | 
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chufing all the plaghes of warre rather then Bifhops: but 
when we fee the contrary, we may afwell liften to the Scers 
-againtt Bihops , as to Bifhops againft the Scors, So much of 
the Ecclefialticall Pvritan , next after whom fprung up the 
’ Paritanin Religion, of whom! fhell {peak very bricfly. 
_ + There are many men amongft us now , which brooke 
Bifhops and Ceremonies well enough; and perhaps favoura- 
bly interpret our late innovations: and yet thefe may be too. 
grave toefcape the name of Paritins, Tobe a Proteffant may 
beallowed, but to difpnte againkt Papéfs, fmels of precifenefss 
to hold the Pope fallible is tolerated , but tohold him Anti- 
chrift is abominable Purstani/me : to goe to Church is fafhio- 
nable, but to complaine of the AZaffe, or to be grieved atthe 
publick countenance of Pepery, whereby it intwines our Re- 
ligion, and now drinkes up that Sap which is fearce afford-d 
to Proteffanti/me, or at all to take notice how far fome of onr 
Divines are hereat conniving, ifnot cooperating, is a f{ump- 
tome of a deepe infi&ted Puritan. | 
- He that is not moderate in Religion is a Puritan, and hee 
thatis notaCaffandrian , or of Father Frances Syntters faith, 
isnot moderate : he favours too much of Calvins groffe lear- 
_ sing, exploded now by our fineft wits, But I paffe from this 
kinde of Puritan to another , whom I fhall call my Policicall 
Puritan; for the bounds of Puritani/me arc yet larger, and in- 
‘clofe menof other conditions. ; oe 
Some there are yet which perhaps disfavour notat all ei~ 
ther Ecclefiafticall Policy,or moderate Papéfis; and yet never~ 
theleffe this is not fufficient to acquit them from the name of 
Puritans, if they afcribe any thing to the Lawes and Liberties 
of this Realme, or hold the Prerogative royall tobe limitable 
by any Law whatfoever, If they hold not againft Parlia- 
ments and with Ship-money, they are injurious to Kings ; and to 
be injurious to Kingsjis propriam quarto modo to aP uritan, 
Our prefent civill, nay more then civill warre with Scot- 

land,and all the mifchiefes thereon attending, the difaffeCtion 


betweene the King and his Subjects and all the mifchietes _ 


thereon attending the difcontinuance of Parliaments, the pro- 


per remedies of all Stare-maladies, and univerfall grievances, 
| F 2 which 


SS SS 
\ . 


. 
a 


% 


rr 


which is a mi(chiefe whereby all mifchiefes become incura- 
ble, allare caufed by the abufive miftake and injurious mif= 
applicatian of this word Puritan. ite 
The Scots are Paritans,and therefore enemies to Mon2 rchyy | 
the Englith are Puritans, and therefore haters of Royall pres ~ 
rogative, both the Nations have beene hitherto famous for 
their devout reverence, and obfequious zeale to their Princess 
but now Puricanifme has infe@ted them, and perverted: thent F 
to difloyalty. Thus is the Kings heart alienated from his 
Subjects, and by-confequence, the Subjects loyalty blunted: 
towards him, to the incomparable, almoft irre parable detri~ 
mentot both: neither is this difaccord betweene the Kin 
and his beft Subjects, more farall and pernicious to the Com= 
mon-wealth, then his accord with the Recufant fa&ion. 
Papilts have now gotten the repute of the beft Subjects, and 
ficteft for trmftin places of eminent fervicesnay ‘tis almoft ne- 
ceffary that forraine Papifts be brought in for the fupporte- 
ing of the indangered royalty : for though the Popith fa@ion: 
at Court be ftrong and ative enough fer matter of Countell, 
yet for matter of forcethe Puritans in Cityand Countreybe- 
too predominant, e 
The Bifhop of Downe in his vifitation {peech layes all 
she calamities of Church and Common-wealth upon Non- 
conformitts, and for proof thereof inftances in the Covenan-= 
ters, whom ‘he charges of rebellion, charging withall thar: 
rébellion upon Puriranifine. The firft thing (faies he)that made 
me out of love with that Religion, was their injurious dea-- 
Jing with Kings, which I obférved both in their praGticeand: 
doétrine, He taxes firft their dogtring, becan they deny the 
Kings fupremacy in caufes Ecclefiaftical] sandallow § ubjects 
to refilt, may and depofetheir King, if hebea Tyrane, Surely 
Adah could fay litcle for himfelfe, if he could not lay his 
owne crimes upon Elij.2b ; but fee here by what art of cons 
fufion all. Scots arecalled Puritans andall Puritans rebels. 
__King Famer {poke not fo confiuledly asif PuritaniG me were: 
4 Religion; and all that difliked Bifhops and Ceremonies. 
“Were of chat Religions andall of that Religion wereenemies 
to Kings. If a Bifhop needed. any proofe, if his Avt@- ion, ~ q 
Were ; 
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were not unqueftionable, I would defire him to prove all 
Covenanters Puritans, and all Puritans, denyers of the Kings 
fupremacy : or to inftancein any Kings which have beene:de-~ 
pofed or murdred by Presbyreriall authority. How far Bi- 
fhopshave incroached upon Kings,is known to-al the world: 
our Proteftant Bifhops lately have by Oath and Canoncom- 
- bined together to bind the Kings hands though hee be Su- 
preme, that he fhall not governe our Church but by Arch.bi~ 
 fhops, Bifhops, Arch-deacons, &c. and yet thefe troublers 
of Ifraethave the face to taxe €/ij2b of their owne fin. | 
Presbytery indeed has heretotore paffed her. bounds, yer 
not of late, but Epifcepacy has ever from Cor ftantine claimed, 
an independence’ of Divine right, till this inftanc. Iconeeive 
there are notinallthe Kings Dominions, three men, except 
Papifts and Anabaptifts, which hold it lawfull to depofe, or 
by any force toviolate the perfons of Kings, how ill foever. 
The Scotch Divines indeed maintaine that a great body of 
men may defend themfelvesagainft the unjuft Sword of mif- 
led Kings, becaufe they cannot flye, or ocherwife fave them- 
— feélves;and this they take now to be their owne cafe; whereas 
our Court Divinesin Exgland hold, that in fuch cafe, wee 
oughtali to yceld our throats without defence. This feemes 
unnaturall,and truth was never unnaturall, but I forbeare 
to difputea point fo horrid to mans imagination :. The Bi- 
fhop next inftances in the rebellious practices of Puritans,and 
reckons up fome fats in Scotland appointed by the Presbyte= 
ry without King ames his privity, and {ome other feditious 
Sermons, and actions whereby he was much annoyed. But 
what ? didnot King Fames know hisowne enemies, or how 
to blame them? did he condemneall Sests-alike,orall Bifhop-. 
haters alike, or joyne the Englifhin like condemnation? we 
knowwell enough, that King Fzmes called rebellious pre~. 
cifians Puritans, but he never cilled all Puritans: rebellious: 
pri cifians: He never ufed thofe-rermes as convertible, bur 
- declared his contrary meaning by a manifeft. difference taken 
betweene them, But the Bifhops maine inftance is in che pre- 
feut Scoich infurrettion ; thishe calea rebellion of Puritans,. 
and far greater,then the Powder-treafon: For ({ayes he ) thac 
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plot wasbut the aétof a few difcontented Gentlemen, 
in this rebellion of the Puritans they have ingaged a great 


part of the Kingdome, {0 that this may bee faid to be the 
common finof that fe&. What could have beene raked out 
of Hell more flanderous to our Religion, more Apologeti- 


call for Popery. — 5 7 
The Powder-Traytors are here prefer’d before the whole 

fect of Pnritans : The finne of the Powder-Traytors was, 

that they being bat an inconfiderable party, fought the des 


{truction. of their King and ‘his iffue, and the fowerof the’ 
_ Nobility, Gentry, Commonalty, and the extirpation of the. 

true Religion, by a moft diabolicall bloudy pra@tice and con- 
{piracy. And it ought not to be charged upon the meerea@= 
oncly we know how farre 
the-Romith Religion it {élfe favours and gives ground to. 
fuch danmed feats, and how farreit has owned fome having. 


ors, as.a fymptome of difcontent, 


proved profperous, and juftified the doing thereof in nature 


as impious, though iste in degree not fo hainousasthis, 


For takethis asit was confpired, and qucftionleffe, fince the 


crucitying of Fefes Chrift, the light never difcovered any” 


treafon more ugly, and horrible, 


Now to outmatch this deed of darkneffe, the Scotch Nation — 
by a ftrange general] unanimity have armed themfelves to. 


oppofe the ill government of Bifhops, and other alterations 


in the fervice of God, andthe adminiftration of juftice, and’ 


being invaded therefore by another Nation, have ufed force 
to defend their lives; and feeing that defence not fafe in their 
owne Countrey, they have fince purfued it further by way 


of prevention in the Gountrey of their Invaders, That is 
the greateft at of rebellion whercby the common peace and. 


fatety of aKingdome is moft difturbed and impeached; but 
by the common aé& ofa whole Kingdome, that mifchiefecan« 
not be effected, therefore the Bifhop failes in‘ his poli tiques 
when he thinks thar the C¥Z:jor part difturbing the AZinor, is 
more traytcrous, than the contrary.The unanimous a& of a 
whole Kingdome oughttobe prefumed to be leffe injurious, 
and more wife then the a& of any finall inconfiderable party, 
for ithath farce ever beene feenethata whole Kingdonte, or 
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the majority thereof hath ever been treafonable to its felfe in 


procuring itsowneruine. 


Many States have periflt by the machinations of a few ill. 


affected, ill advifed Connfellors, (fcarce ever any perifht 
-_otherwife) but the totall body and collection, has never been 


guilty of itsowne ruine:andif it were, fuch Treafon could 
not be fo great as that which is plotted by afew. Whilft the 
Scots contained themfelves within their owne territories, 
and were confidered as a kingdome within themfelves, as 
they were when the Bifhkop patt his.cenfure, they were not 
rightly fo cenfured: neither was he themprivy to their in- 
trufions, that they would infeft our kingdome with the fame 


_combuttion, and (oprove a difturbance to the greater partot 
-our Britifh Monarchy, whereof they themfelves are but a 


smember of leffe bulkeand value. Cnrfed therefore are thofe 


aincharitable exafperating cenfures, whereby the King ts too 
far incenfed, and by-whofe ra(h inftigations the commotions 
“themfelves become tic harder to be appealed. 


Great infurre@tions are like great fires, wherein delay is 


-mifchievous, end fmall remedies rather turne to fuell, then 


extinguith : and violent: coun fellagainft an inraged mulcitude 
is like oyle, or pitch cat intothe flames The wife politie’an 


proportions bis remedy according to the mifchiefe, if water 
vill not prevaile, he ufeth-milke ; if a little quantity willnot 


fuffice, he powres as the combuftion ic felfe requires. Unfor- 
tunate Rebodvam ftands as a Seamarke to warrie all Princes 
how to fhun thisrocke cf violent counféll againft a people 
violently inraged and aggrieved. Some men haveiinterpre- 


ted the defignes of the Scets tohaye becne treafonable from 


the beginning, and wholly bent upon the fpoyle and havocke 
of the Enzlith N:tion from thew firft fitring + Others have 
wholly jultified their intentions and proceedings hitherto as 
detenfive onely, and inforced’by neceflity s Loththefe, Tcon- 
ceive, are too rafhand head-long in their guefles. Info great 
abody of men, there mutt needs be variety of opinions, and 


its likely contraricty of affeXions ; and therefore it behooves 


the King to be the more tender, moderate, an®circumfpect in 
his deliberations,as wel for the one fideas che other, efpectally 
: fince 
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“fince the Scets have not evidently anduniverfally asyetde- 


* 


clared themfelves for the worfe. We may at oncebe cha- . 


ritablein hoping the beft, and wife withall in preventing the 
worft; nay, a charitableand {weet demeanor, ifitbe not too 
fond, may provea great part of our prevention: doubtlefle 
Reboboam himfelfe, had hee not beene wilfully devoted to 
young, rath, and violent Counfellors, might have eafily re- 
tained within his obedience many of his we!l-mcaning Sub- 
jects, and reclaymed others. of more moderation ; and by that 
meanes have divided and diffipated the moft obftinate, head- 


ftrong, and furious ofall the rebellious party. Some Princes 


thinke themfelves bound in Honour to doe unwife things, 
and this was the errour of Rehoboam, his aged Gounfellours 
advifed him to that which was moft politick,concluding that 
to be moft honourable; but his Gensus rather led him accor- 
ding to the advife of his young Gallants, toconclude that 
moft policick, which to his haughry ftomack feemed moft ho- 
nourable: but what was the event ? to avoid the fcorne of 
young men, he incurred the {corne ofold men; to avoid the 
unjuft cenfure of fooles, he incurred the juft cenfure of wife 
inen ; to gaine the honour of appearing ftout, he purchafed 
the difhonour of being rath ; to fhew a contempt of danger, 
he made himfelf a prey to ic; rather then to decline a blow by 
~a gentle bowing of his bedy, he yeelded himéelfe to be inevi- 
tably oppreffed by it, 
At this time of revolt the I/faelites were not fo wicked, as 
their revole after made them; it may be fo withthe Scots they 


are yet Proteftants, and perhaps may be retained fo: and who 


can thinke of Prote/tants, that fo great a body of them, can at 
one fall fo defperately tumble into the depth of mifchiefe » as 
to make Fafting, Praying , Oaths and Sacrainents , meere in- 
ftruments and traynes to commit murther, theft, facriledge, 
treafon,and the moft unnacurall of all crying crimes? Butto 
returne to our owge Nation and what.we fuffer by cur owne 
Divines. 3 ; ‘ | | 
Manmarings Doktrine is common at Court, and ’ris not 
long fince a Bifhops Chaplaine in Terme-time, challenged a 
Judge of Treafon , for delivering Law according to confci- 
ence 


(47) 

ence. And this is now no prodigie, for Pulpits are not pub- 
lick enough to preach an unlimitable prerogative in ; ’tis fie 
our learned Doctors fhould mount the Benches of Juftice al- 
fo, there to advance Logick inftead of Law ; for Law is 
(growne injurious to Princes,and fmels ranke of Puritanifme. 
Divines themfelves will lofe nothing to Princes, but ali 
other men hall, chat they may gaine the more: and neither 
Lawyers nor Statef-men muft dire& them in any thing , but 
both Lawyers and Scatef-men mutt be dire&ted by them in all 
| meee but let us a little examine how the conditionate and 

abfolute formes of government come within the circle of 
Legere a The Ijrzelites were governed by Monarchs, but 
not all alike abfoluse. The Patriarchs were not fo abfolute 
asthe Judges, nor the Judges as the Kings, nor the Kings as 
thofe Heathen Emperours, which at laft made them tribu- 
tary. Thedue of Cefar, and the due of Solomon, and the due 
of Samuel, and the due of Facob, was not the fame as to all 
points of State, or all degrees of Royalty, and yet the nation 
was the fame, and che forme of government {till remained 
the fame. } 
It frould feeme chat God approved that degree of Sove- 
saignty beft, which was by himfelfe (etled in the perfon of 
(Moles, for when that people afterwards defireda King, of a 
more awfull and sane prerogative, in imitation of other 
Nations, the ching. , 
booke of this fubjeé&t, thewing ‘the juft conditions of Regall 
_. power; (theloffe whereofis much to belamented) for if ic 
had beene Gods will that all Kings fhould ibe equally abfo- 
Jute in all refpe&ts, and free from all limitations and obligati- 
ons alike, Samuel needed tohave written littlethereof ; one 
word had determined al), But in Scripture , as it now re- 
maines , Samuels booke being not extant, our chiefeft lighe 
and guide now is by example, notrule, and example wee 
finde very various. 

The State and Soveraignty of the Fewi/s Kings in generail, 
we finde milde, and gratious; but much differing in particu- 
lars, Solomon was heavy over his Subjects, and under his Sor 


they would notbeare the like; yet Solomons preflure was. not 
, G upon 


ifpleafed God, Samuel alfo wrote 2 
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upon the cftaces of his Subjects by taxes;.and impofitions, for 
He made lilver in Feru/sem asftones for plenty; nordid He 
vex their perfons by Military hazards and {ervices, for He 
was at peace with allithe world: Neither did He any way let 
fall, or lefien their-honour amongit other. Nations; He made 
them rather a {péeGacle of glory and profpericy tothe world, 
Solomons harfhneffe was onely in: imploying fo greacimulti- 
tudes for his owne pompous attendance, and for the perfer- 
mance of {uch publike workes; and ftru@ures, as did tend 
tothe Mignificonce.and beairy:of the Stare. “Befides; Scrips 
ture doesnot fatisfie us, neither by rule, nor example , whe: 
ther Kings ought'to bee fucceflive-alwayes; or eleGtive; or 
‘wheiher primogeniture of Males,:or unigenicure of Daugh- 
ters, ought to take place: manythings areleft fo uncertain; 
that it is not-alwayes {ate for Kings wholly-to:rely upon ex- 
amples; and for the rule of obedience, itis general] jand no ~ 
_ more advantagions for free Monarchs, then conditionate Pos 
‘tentates; no more for fupreame, then fabordinate comman- 
ders. | ron id DUR. SUMAN ASIN 
The Law of Nature beft determines, that all Princes being 
publike Minifters for the common good; that their authority 
“ought to be of fufficient latimde for’thar common *good3 
and fince Scripture is not expreffe concerning that latitude, 
‘as to all people;thefamenorbeing toll alike neceff: ary;the 
deverall Lawes of fverall Gountries boft teach:that certaine 
Jaticude. I could wifh therefore that Princes herein would 
notfo much eonfule-with Divines,as Lawyers; or rather with 
Parliaments, which are theGrand Courts and Gounfels of 
Kingdomes ; for (as:Cottow fayes) Every man in particular 
‘may-deceive,and be decéived ; but no man can deceive alJ, nor 
‘eanall-deteive one, ‘Ancient times! arenot precedentary to 
“ours by any neceflity; for Lawes arenow more lea rned, exact; 
‘and particular; and Courts,and Tables of Juftice,and Policie, 
‘are more wifely and methodically compofed and ele&ted, then 
they were; and therefore there needs not that vocal] power,or 
indifputable forceto remaine in. the breafts of Princes) as was 
“of old. : Miz . 
‘The Courts of Parliament, and their unqueftionable A&s, > 
and 
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and Ordinances , and their infallible avifoes, are now inall 
well-governed Countries ; the very Oracles ofall Policy,and. 
Law,.they are the fountaines of civill bloud, {pirits,and lifes, 
and the ioveraigne antidotes of publike mifcheifes. That 
Prince was never yet deceived which relyed upon them, nor 
can Me chufe but be deceived, which thinkes he can be affifted 
with any more wife or faichfull advertifement , then thae 
which is given him by his whole Realme united’, and con- 
trated ina lefle circumference. What end canall the flower. 
of the Nobility, Gentry,and Commonalty of a Nation,being 
wife and religious, have in feducing their Soveraigne, or in 
limiting that Soveraignty by which alone they are prote- 
&ed? Or what one party of particular men can better under- 
fand the true limits of fufficient Soveraignry, and the profic 
thereof; then this colle&tive univerfality , whofe rayes like 
che Suns, are every where difperfed; and yet whofe body of 
lightis here as in a refulgent Globe concentred? 

Tidividuals may have many particular ends, feverd from the 
Princes or the States, but Communities can ayme at nothing 
but the common good ; as the leffer fountaines fcatter their 
branching ftreames up'and'down in various Mzanders swhilft 
‘ the Sea containes it. felfe in an intire body, within its con- 
ftant bounds. Individuals al fo have but their own particular 
fet limits of perfection, and have judgements befides apt to 
bee darkned by their owne feverall interefts and paflions 
whereas the common body injoyes a confluence of feverall 
perfe&tions , and hath the leffe force from abroad to.over« 
cloud them. Ofall men therefore it will moft concerne Prine 
ces to fufpest them which are enemies to publick affemblies, 
and to confidein them moft,whofe ends are not divided from 
the generalities; and as they cender their owne happinefle, 
to expect it chicfly from that generality, by which they are 
Kings, to which they are Gods, from which their very Dia- 
dems receive honour and fanttity, to which their very Royall 
Order imparts life, and breath, and neceffary fubfiftence. I 
come now to my Ethicall Puritan. | 

The name of Puritan muft not reft here, for there may be 

fome moderate, well inclined, facile men, whofe education 
Be G2 may 
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may be fuch that they are not much vers’d or infighted either in 


matters of Religion, or matters of State; they may be {uch ag 
are no wayes bufi¢ butin their owne particular affaires, and 
yet it behooves, that thef men too be brought in within the 
opprobrious compaffe of Puritanifme. To the Religious, 
Ecclefiafticall, and Politicall Putitan, there mutt be joyned, 
alfoan Echicall Puritan, . ae 

This detefted odious name of Puritan firft began in the 


Church prefentlyafter the Reformation,buc now itexténds it 


felfe further, and gaining ftrength as it goes, it diffules its 
poyfonons ignominy further, and being not contented to 
Gangrene Religion, Ecclefiafticall and Givill policy, it'now. 
threatens deftructionto all morality alfo. The honeft Rtri& 
demeanour, and civill converfation which is fo eminent in 
forme men does fo upbraid andconvirice the Antipuritan,that 
even honetty, ftriCtneffe, and civility icfelfe muftbecome'dit 
gracefull, or'elfethey which are contrary earinor remaine in. 
grace : Butbecaufe it is tooigroffe to deride verrue under the 
name of vertue; thereforeother colours are invented, and 
fo the fame thing undergoes derifion under -an-other name. 
The zealous‘mai is defpifedunder thename of zealot, tlie Res 
ligious honeft man has the vizard of an hypocrite and diffem= 
bler putupon himtomakehitn odious, | 

Puritans by fome are paraltelled to Jeftiites, Fefaires‘are 
called’ Popifh Puritans, ‘and Puritans, Proteftant Jefuites'; yet 
thisis nor indeed-difparageable to them : Fordoubrleffe fiery. 
zeate and rigour were not blameable-in Jefaites, were “not 
their very Religion falfe; as celericy-and expedition in a 
Traveller isnotinic felfe faulty, but commendable, though 
the Traveller being inawrong : path, it-caufés him to-ftray. 
the further fromhisjourneysend,  ~ | 

My Lord of Downe profeffes that the firtt thing which 

made hinrdiit:& the Religion of Paticans ( befides their grofle 
hy poctifie ) was fedition } So grofle hypocrifie, it feemes, 
wasthe ficit. Whatis groffe or vifible hypocrifieto the’ Bi- 
fhop, [know not, for I canfeeno*windowes orcafementsin 
mens breafts, neither “doe Iithinke him itidued-with Saint 
Perrs propheticall Perc whereby to perceive -and fearch. 
into, 


GY) 
-- intothe reines,and heartsof hypocrites, but lethim proceed, 
It isa planfible mateer (fayes he) with the people to heare 
men in authority depraved, and to underftand of any liberty 
and power appertaining to themfelves. The moked alfo 
of extraordinary zeale, and as it were contempt of the world 
~~ workes with the multicude, Whenthey fee men goe fimply 
_ intheSereets, and bow downe their heads like a Bull-ruth, 
their inward partsburning with deceit, wringing their necks 
awry, fhaking their heads as if they werein fome prefent 
griete, lifting up the whiteof their eyes at the fight of fome 
vanity, giving greatgroanes, crying outagainft this finand 
that finnein their fuperiours, under colour of long prayers, 
devouring widowes, and married wives houfes ; when the 
multitude heares and fees fuchimen, they are carryed away 
with a great conceit of them, but if they fhould judge of 
thefemen bytheir fruits, not by outward appearance, they 
fhould find themto be very farre from the true Religion. See 
here the froth of afcurrilous libeller, whereby it is concluded 
that -be thac is of fevere life, and averfe from the common 
vahiities of thetime, is an hypocrite: Ifthefe defcriptions of 
outward aufterity fhall noronely thew whatis an hypocrite, 
but point outal{fo whois an hypocrite, our Saviour him- 
felfe wil hardly efcapethis defcription;doubtles our Saviour, 
and many of his devouteltfollowers did groane, fhake their 
heads, and liftiuptheir eyes atthe fight of fome publick fins, 
andvanicies,anddid not fparetotaxethe vices of Superiours, 
and to:preach too, ‘and:admonifh the meaner fort of the peo- 
ple; yet whobutan Aznas.or: Caipbas will infer from hence 
that therefore their inward parts burne with deceit, and that 
their endismeerely ‘to carry away the multitude ; fuch as 
judge onely-by ourwardappearance, and havenot their fen- 
fesexercifed todifterne berwixt goodandevill? Tris likel 
the High Pricftsand Pharifees didithus’blafpheme in thot 
dayes, and «that the rather, becaufe from*their owne fayned 
fan&ticy,they were themore apt tofufped the fame in-orhers: 
Butiwhar?annft we needs follow them, or this Bifhop in this? 
Bucto proceed with:this Bifhop,Saine 'Fames (fayeshe) gives 
us:a full defcriprion-of:true Religion. 
| G 3 W ifedome 
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_. Wifedome from aboveis:firft pureythen peaceable 
and.cafie to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, with- 


out judging, and hypocrite, None of thefe properties wilk 
agree with the Religion of Puritans. It-is not pure,for it | 
allowes Viury, Sacriledge, Difabedicace, Rebellion, &c.° Ie 


is not peaceable, forthefe men are the incendiaryes of Chri- 


_ ftendome, It is not gentle, nor eafie robe intreated, for they 


are more aultere then Cato, and nottobe moved by perfwa- 
fion or command, Itisnot full of mercy and good fruits, for 
they are all for facrifice,nothing for mercy:forthe fir Table; 
not the fecond ; for faith, noe charity ;they pull down Chur« 
ches, but build no Hofpitals, Itisnot without judging, for 
they are known tobe moft rigid cenfurers. Andhe is an hy- 
pocrite which {pycsa moatein his brothers eyes, and not a 
beame in his owne, : IES 

Here is a contufed proofe,that fuch Puritans are hypocrits, 
but no proofeat all, that this manis fucha Puritan. If my 
Lord Say-befuch a Puritan, this denotes him an hypoerite,but 


this does not prove that my Lord Say or Brooke, or Dod, or 
_ Clever, &c. or any the moft famous Puritan living is guilty 


of Viury, Sacriledge, Rebellion, pulling downe of: Churches, 
fetting the W orld onfire, or of renouncing the fecond Table 
andall workes of juftice and charity,or of cenfaring and con- 
demning malignancly other men: If thefe things were true 
of particular men,calumny were needleffe; Accufation would 
better {uppreffe them. And fure it is not out of favour thac ~ 
Law proceeds not, for malice has often enough fhewed her 
tecth, and weuld have bitten if fhe could,neither would fhe 
now calumniateiffhe couldaccufe. Severs 
The Bifhop expects not to be beleeved, if he puzzell, and 
worke fomeinto doubt, it is fafficient : but fince bitter cen- 
furing, and calumnious condemning of others is {0 infallible 
a figne of hypocrifie,how does the Bifhop wipe this off from 
himfelfe? Can Puritans fpeake worfe of any, then he doth of 
Puritans? Surethey may welljoyn with him uponthis iffue, 
that the greateft flanderer isthe greatefthypocrite; and yet. 
feeke no further for flanders, then this very {peech, wherein 
he fo eagerly inveighs againft flander ; bur if individuals 
. cannot 
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terpillars of the Realme , doe fo virulently profecute them 
wich defamations and contumelies; that Stage-poets, Min- 
ftrels, andthe jefting Buffoones of the age, make them the 
principall fubje& of derifion: faftly, that all the fhameleffe 
rout oF drunkards , lechers, and (wearing ruffians; andthe 
fcum of the vulgar are fo tickled ‘with their reproach, and 
abufe. Certainly , nothing but an unappeafeable wae 
could be the caufe of all this, and no teftimony of goodneffe 
can be more fire, un-erring, and unanfwerable then fich an- 
tipathy. | ii ag age 7 sak bate 
Aimonae wicked men there may be particular Hatred bue 
‘fot a generall antipathy : One wicked man hates not ano- 
ther as wicked, but rather loves him therefore, or elfe the 
W orld did not obferve a decorum in loving her own,and ha- 
ting {trangers. As there eannot be divifion in Satans king~ 
dome ; fo there cannot be communion or compatibility bes . 
twixt Chrifts and Sacans Subjetts. But’tis a miferable thin 
to fee how farre this word Paritan inan Ethical fenfe dilates 
ittelfe, Heretofore it was Puritanicall to abftaine from {mall 
finnes ; but now “tis foto abftaine fromgroffe open finnes. In 
the mouth ‘of adrunkard, He is a Pxrttane which refafeth 
his cups ; In¢he mouth of'a {wearer He which feares an oath; 
In the mouth of a Libertine, He which makes any fcruple of 
common finnes ; Inthe mouth of a rude Souldier, He which 
wifheth the Scotch warre atan end withoutblood, It isfuf- 
ficient that fuch men thinke themfelves tacitly checked and 
affronted by the unblameable converfation of Puritans. Bi- 
fhop Lake that good and:godly man moved at the declining 
ftate of his sime ‘is faid toha've expreffed hisregret thus: We 
feare, faith he,a relapfe into Popith error,and fuperftition; bat 
my heart mifgives me worfe than fo: Veter irreligion and 
Atheifme, me thinkes, begins to prevaile ftrangely amongft 
us’ weare not folikcly tolofe the light of truth, as the heate 
of zeale; and what benefit is in Religion, where thename of 
it is honoured, but ‘the power of it isnotat all feenc ? where 
Gods will istraely underftood, but his commands are whol- 
ly flighted # where men ‘know like Chriftians, but live like 
Heathens? The foule of Religionts hearry devotion, and 
. {nae 


that growes dayly more and more ridiculous amongtt us; 


as |) 


= (33) 


and yet Religion wichoutthe foule of it, is rather a curfe than 
ableffiag tous. No itapiety is fo hainons in an ignorant So- 


 .demite, as wantof piety isina right inftructed Ifraclite. In 


this wife I have heard that good Prelate did complaine ; and 
this makes me think, that he had in his complaint fome re- 
{pe to this word Puritan, then which, certainly the Divell 
hath nota more fatall engine whereby to confound Religion, 
andto {ubvertall truezcale, goodneffe, and devotion. Thus 
facre it appeares what a vat circamference this word Pxritane 
has, and how by its large acception it isufed to caftdurt in the 
face ofall goodneffe, Theelogicall, Civill, of Morall: fo that 
{Carce any moderate man can avoid its imputation. Aad thus 
it does mifchiefe to men, not commonly noted for Puritans, 
butifa man be fo noted, though perhaps irregularly , then it 
is farther otherwife abufed: for all fuch a mans evill fhallbe 
charged upon his Pxritani/me, and all his good defaced for his 
‘Pruritanifme. Sucha manis condemped for murther, and a- 
dultery ; and at his death gives {trong affurances of unfaigned 
repentance,and contrition ofheart. He wasa Chriffian,a Pre- 
tefbant, a Minifter,.a Puritan ; yet thiserime is recorded and 
blowne abroad , not for the fhame of (hriftians, Protefiants, 
Minifters but at Paritans. And as fot his atre(tation of deep 
‘humiliation, how excellent foever, the honour of them, ifany 
be acknowledyed, {hall redound to the Chriffian, the Prote- 
ftant, the Minzfter, to any thing elf except the Puritan. 
~ ‘Howfoever in the firft place it ought tobe obferved, that 
an uncleane ftreame does not alwayes receive it’s unclean 
neffe from the filth of che Fountaine, bur in the fecond place 
a pure ftreame neceffarily infers a pure Source. "Tis true, 
"Trees are knowne by their fruits, and fo are Men generally by 
their workes; bnt this fimilitude holdes notin all men, atall 
times: for good men fometimes commit foule finnes,and bad 
amen performe laudabic fervices. David defiles Uriabs wife, 
and to conceale it from the world, makes drunke and murders 
Uriah: and together withhim calts away the lives of many 0- 
ther faithfil! Souldiers: yet nothing moved at this hisowne 
emif-doing,ar the fame time He fentences to deatha Subject of 
‘his fordatnnifying a neighbour, to the value ofa poor oe 
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Po What might Foab,& the other privy Minifters-of thefe his foul 
deeds, cenfure all this while of this his externally profeffed 


What might they judge of ee root, from whence thefe frnits 
, f{prung ? did they conclude thefe fruits good ? or did they 


Its ftrange,that He which would be fo rigid to a petty Fellon, 
fhouid-himfelfe finde no remorfe at his owne murther and 
oppreffion,in {poiling fo gallant a Commander, this wife,of 
his {cbriety,of his life,and to continue fo longatime without 
regard eicher what him({elfe had done, or what Uriah had 


name of Paritaxs/me was not invented to blaft all goodneffe : 

had he lived amongitus, he had beene accounted a Paritane, 
and being a Puritaue, God might have torgiven him, but the 
world never would: but it feemesthe woild wasnotthen 
poyfoned with the fame bafe word, though I beleeve under 
fome other nicke-name goodneffe was alwaies odious : for 
we reade, that for that very finne of David, Gods name was 
evill{ipoken of amongft the wicked. So Solomon the Sonne 
of feduced Bathfeba, if we cenfurchim by many of hisa@i- 
ons, perhaps Feribcam, and efbab that made J/rae/ to finne, 
were not perfonally addicted to fo much exceffe of bodily 
luft, and pollution, nay perhaps many Heathens and Tarkes 
have detefted his enormouslubricities.. 

Tipéak not this to countenance fin, but co di{countenance 
rath cenfures of finners, wifhing all that thinke themfeélves 
fraileand mortall, to turne their eyes inwards, and to lay 
their hands upon their own mouths, forbearing tocenfure all 
fins, bur moft efpecially the moft latent and obfcure of all 
finnes, hypocrifie. Ay ated 

Solymazn the magnificent is held the honefteft of all the Prin. 


ces, Nay not excepting the great Father of themall, the A- 
pottolick man of Rome: yet this is nofhameto Chriftianity,but 
co Chriftians rather ; nay I with itmighe be accounted rather 
a rebuke, then a fhame; rather a rebuke to humble them,then 
a fhame to confutethem, For Chrift tels us that many times 
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fanctity, and purity, and ftrictnes in point of juftice to other — 
men; orofhis fo great ingestion again{t petty offenders 2 
€ 


conceive that fuch fruits might grow upona.good ftocke? 


futfered. But it’s well,David lived in thofetimes whenthe_ 


ces which raigned in his time, not excepting Chriftian Prine ' 


the firft arelaft, and lait firft, God fees not asman fees, and 
yet he that will judge uprightly ought tofee as God fees,and 
- not as Man. So much of the exteniive infamy of this word 
Puritan, now of its intenfive malignancy: but little more 
needs to be fpoken hereof, for hee which tels you who isa 
Puritan,for themoft parttelswhatisaPuritan, == 
_ The Papift we fee hates one kind of Puritans,the Hierarchift 
another,the Court Sycophant another, the fenfuall Libertine 
another; yet all hatea Puritan, and under the fame name ma- 
ny times hate the fame thing. He which is an enemy to our 
Religion which is the truth, hates the Puriranas an enemy to 
Truth; Hee whichis anenemy.to Piety, Policy, Morality, 
charges the Puritan of being the fame: Wherefore whatfo- 
ever is-hated by the perverted and difafftec&tedin Religion, 
Piety, Policy, Morality, isa Puritan, and whofoevcr isa Pu- 
rican, is ceafured, hated,and flanderedas a man perverted and 
difaffe&ted in Religion, Picty, Policy, and Morality. 

This fufficiently appeares by the common {landers of all 
goodneffe in thefe dayes, and particularly by the Bifhop of 
Downe, for as he juftifies Jefuites, Anabaptifts, andi he Pow- 
der- Traytors before Puricans;fo he defcribes, and pro‘cribes 
~whole Religions, Sets, and Kingdomes for Puritans. 

In the yeare of grace 1588, whenthe Spauifh Armado had 
mifcarried, notwithftanding that his holineffe of Rome hadfo 
peremptorily chriftened it,and as it were conjured for it, One 
of that Religion was ftrangely diftemper'd atit, & his fpeech 
was as’tis reported, God bimfelfe was turned Lutheran: By 
which, for certaine, ke meant Hereticall,’ Ts much therefore 
that my Lord of Downe, now that Epifcopacy is fo foyled in 
Scotland, has not raged in the like manner,and charged God of 
turning Puritan : but furely, if he has fpared God, he has not 
{pared any thing el(e that is good ; and if he has {pared ta call 
God Puritan, be has not fparedro cali Puritan Devi'l: but to 
conclude, ifthe confufed mifapplication of this foule word 
Puritan be not reformed in Eng/and, and tat with {peed, we 
‘can expect nothing but’ fuddaine.univerfall downfall of all 
goodneffe whatfoever, Alivs Adrianus the Emperour, about 
an hundred yearesatter our Saviour, having been certified by 
Sevenius Granianus, Proconful of Afia, that the Chriltians in 
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ghofeparts were eae opprefled by the malice of t 
Sycophants, fends this his imperiall edict to the next firccef 
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if the Provincials can prove ought againft rhe cae 
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whereof they charge them, andcan at the barof juftice mak 


good the fame, let them proceedina judiciall cour: e: but let a 


them not appeach the Chriftians meetely forthe namé,by cla- 


‘, 


njult 


: 


mouring, and rayling feandals againft them: Fotitisexpedi- 


ent,ifany be difpofed to accufe,that the accufation be through. 


ly known, and judicially tryed by yous thereforeifanyaccale 


‘the Chriftians that they tranfgreffe the Lawes, {ee that you 


judge and punifh according to the quality of the offence, but if | 


any upon fpite or malice by way of calumny complain againtt 
them, fee you chaftife fuch for their malice, and repay them 
with condigne punifhment. Ibeganwitha AZarqueffo,T end 
With an Emperonr ; both read the fame leQure,both teach us 
a difference betwixt privy malicious caluminy and open judi- 


ciall accufing,or impleading ; God fend us to hearkentob th, 


as much as theneceffity of our cafe requires it. Ne ee 


FINTIS, 


, TO THE READER, 
“READ ER; 
live faid enough to make my felfe condemned fra Pu ritan,and 
by confequence, all which I have faid to be condemned for Puri- 
tanicall: but verily, if thou art ot an Antipuritan of the wor ft 
 kinde, Tam not a Puritan. In my opinions I am not ferupulows or 
_ precife, in my life I am not ftritt, or auftere, the more is my blanee s 
af thou art a downe-rirbs Proteftant, axd no more, Iam the fame, 
and no more, If thow thinket fome men religious which affect net 
the name of Puritan, I tbinke fo 100: if thom thinke(t moft men ir= 
religious which bate tbe name of Purican, 1 thinke fo too : if thou 
art not to mea violent Antipwritan, I b2ve no quarrell with thee s 


nor am Ta Puritan tothee: if thos art, bate me as a profft Pari- 


‘tan, and I will ibinke thee for the honour of it, KFareme il, 


‘Thine to feare thee, mere then hate thee,and 
to feare chy malice rather then juftice, 
Phils eAdelpbus. 
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